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PREFACE 

This book is the direct outgrowth of personal 
work with and for bo>^. During a period of eight 
v^ars the writer has enjo\'ed the privilege of !re- 
quently preaching to the three hundred inmates of 
an industrial sdiool for bo\*s, and otherwise com- 
ing into daily intimate contact with them. An ex- 
cellent opportunit>- was thus afforded him to note 
their \i*eak and strong points of character, and 
study the relative dev'elopment of mental > moral, 
and spiritual qualities in connection with what he 
could learn about their earlier home surroundings. 

Of unique value and interest were the occasional 
talks had with the parents of some of these boys. 
He heard from their lips the stor>* of failure to con- 
trol and train their offspring; he listened to their 
heart-pressed sighs of regret and perplexity', as he 
plied them with discreet questions. Putting together 
the obvious traits of character displayed by any 
given boy fresh from the cit>% with the historj' of 
his training as stated by the mother, it was easy to 
see how the old, old law that we reap what we sow, 
and get out of life only what we put into it, was 
constantly ©iterative. Parental blindness of heart, 
weakness of will, lack of foresight, or the presence 
of positive evil habits, were seen to bear their 
legitimate fruit. The writer was especially im- 
pressed with the frequent confession made by 
mothers of their neglect to control and train the 
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child during the first ten years of his life, hoping to 
begin the task at a later period, when, in truth, it 
was well-nigh too late. Thus, much of what the 
writer has to say is founded upon personal expe- 
rience and observation ; and, as it is always wise to 
profit by the experience of others, he trusts the 
reader may find these pages helpful in his or her 
own divinely-appointed duties. 

As to the widespread need of a higher type of 
family life and a wiser training of children, of this 
there can be no question. The very foundations 
of the church and of society are involved. We 
hear much of the need of a deep and thorough 
revival of religion, but have we not in the work of 
Christian nurture the greatest of all revivals? The 
awakening is here and now at hand, only that it 
centers about the hearthstone instead of the 
"mourner's bench." May the reader share in its 
blessings. J. F. F. 
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"Ye fathers provoke not your children 
to wrath ; but bring them up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord." "Ye shall 
command your children to observe all the 
words of this law/' "The promise is imto 
you and your children." "Th«i were 
brought unto Him little children, that He 
should lay His hands on them and pray; 
and His disciples rebuked them. But Jesus 
said, Suffer the little children, and forbid 
them not to come imto Me; for of such is 
the kingdom of heaven." "For this child I 
prayed; and the Lord hath given me my 
petition which I asked of Him; therefore 
I also have granted him to the Lord." 
"Greater joy have I none than this, to hear 
of my children walking in the truth." "As 
is the mother, so is the daughter [son]." 
"Her children rise up and call her blessed." 
"Behold, I and the children which God hath 
given me." "For their sakes I consecrate 
myself." 

(15) 



Digitized by 



Google 



HURTFUL ERRORS EXPOSED. 

** Every boy must sow his wild oats/' 
*'Every family must have its black sheep.' 
*'Evil has the right of way in a boy's heart." 
"One can never know how a boy will turn 
out." "Until a child can speak, character 
building is impossible." "To slap, shake, 
and scold a child is to govern it." "A 
touch of the 'old Adam' lends charm and 
strength to young manhood." "Mended 
manhood is as good as new." "The black- 
ened soul is bleached by time." "A boy 
must experience what is evil before he can 
appreciate the good." "My child is safe." 
"Anybody can bring up children." "I will 
make him mind when he is older." "I 
leave the claims of religion to the child's 
own judgment." " 'Tis no one's business 
but my own how my children turn out." 
"I want my children to be respectable, but 
dread signs of early piety." "I turn the 
whole matter of religious training over to 
the pastor." "Money is a substitute for 
faith in God." "Brains and brass take the 
place of good character." "To make a 
brave show before the world is the chief end 
of life." 
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TIMELY TRXJTHS SET FORTH. 

Formation is better than refonnation. 
The boy is wax to receive, marble to retain. 
There is some good in every boy. Patience 
and a good example can accomplish won- 
ders. Parents are respcmsible for the souls 
of their children as well as for the care of 
tlieir bodies. Children, like plants, must 
be studied and understood in order to thrive. 
The training of a boy's higher nature should 
begin with his first breath. Dropped 
stitches can never be picked up. The child 
is father of the man. Every upward step 
makes further progress possible. The in- 
ner light must keep pace with the force of 
outward temptation. Character is devel- 
oped slowly, by example, precept, and exer- 
cise. One can do a little to change the cur- 
rent of physical life, more to brighten and 
direct the mental life, and most to quicken 
and ennoble the moral and spiritual facul- 
ties. Punishment should not be artificial, 
but natural. Religious instruction should 
be adapted to the imderstanding and needs 
of the child. The strongest and best men 
started earliest. Life consists of four sea- 
sons, but grows only one harvest. To bring 
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in the millennium, b^^ with the children. 
A good example is better than the legacy of 
millions. The secret of child-training in- 
volves a knowledge of child-nature and 
personal integrity of character. The home 
is the center of social life. It is the God- 
appointed champion of true manhood. The 
American home should be lifted to a higher 
level of excellence. The Bible in every 
home, and its daily^ loving use, inspires the 
highest moral ideas in the children. Char- 
acter is worth all it costs. 
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THE NOONDAY OF NATURAL AF- 
FECTION. 

What heart has not been touched by the 
sweet Christmas legend, "The Woodman 
and the Christ-chUd"? While making his 
way through a blinding snowstorm to join 
wife and children in their Christmas dinner, 
the woodman hears the plaintive cry as of 
a child in distress. Tracing the sad hu- 
man voice, he soon comes upon a half-clad, 
hunger-pinched child, shivering at the foot 
of a great oak. The trembling arms do 
not appeal for aid in vain, and, when the 
home is reached, the little waif is given the 
best place beside the fire, and a happy eve- 
ning is spent. Great is the marvel of the 
humble household when, upon awakening 
the next morning, it is found that the little 
stranger has disappeared. But the mother 
discovers that the iron cutlery has been 
turned into silver, the few coins in her 
pocket have become shining gold pieces, and 
the black bread on the table is snow white. 
"Then they knew," adds the story, "that 
the Christ-child had paid them a visit." 

I (21) 
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22 The Boy PummU. 

It was a happy day in the history of the 
world when men stopped to listen to the 
cry of helpless infancy and began to appre- 
ciate its worth. A thousand times have the 
little ones, these tender representatives of 
the Christ-child, repaid the attention and 
love bestowed upcm them by their elders. 
Not for one day, but for all days, their 
mission is to make the world sweeter and 
brighter. The world of childhood has 
rolled far into the light. Far beyond the 
memory of those now living began the 
dawn of a better day. 

Tfiere was a time in the distant past when 
winter and night rested upon the human 
heart. The sun of parental affection was 
still below the horizon. Maternity lacked 
the softening touch of motherhood. Am<Mig 
savage tribes the heart-life, the home-life, 
like the smouldering brands of their camp- 
fires, burned feebly, and was soon extin- 
guished. The God of love was unknown to 
the people. To this day the bushmen of 
Australia consign the unwelccnne girl babies 
of a large family to the flames, without a 
pang of regret or a sign of mourning. 

In the golden age of Greece and Rome 
children fared much better. They were 
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highly prized in the household and the 
state, for the same reason that other useful 
and beautiful things were better appreci- 
ated ; civilization had advanced. But while 
the sun of natural affection was now in- 
deed shining, there was more light than 
heat, more head knowledge than heart love. 
Those most in need of a mother's care, the 
weak and orphaned, received least, being 
often put out of the way. Only the well- 
favored were favored well. The father, 
far from being obliged to love and cherish 
wife and children, had the same legal con- 
trol over them that he possessed over his 
cattle and dogs. The hearts of the Greeks 
and Romans were often as hard as the 
marble statues of their gods. 

A glorious change for the better in the 
status of childhood came with the age of 
the Puritans. The night was far spent ; the 
day was at hand. Both in old and New 
England we find a warmth of affection, a 
tenderness of spirit, an unfailing solicitude 
embracing even the most unpromising child, 
that could spring from only one source, — 
a glowing Christian heart. But, alas, that 
the dark clouds of a severe theology should 
come so near blotting out the radiant light 
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shining upon the domestic hearth I With 
the heart our forefathers were willing to 
die for their children, but with the head they 
made them out as being worthy of death, 
for were they not guilty of Adam's sin and 
objects of divine wrath? Yes, it was the 
very intensity of their love that gave sharp- 
est edge to their severity. 

And now, a hundred years later, behold 
the sun of domestic affection shining in mid- 
sky with unclouded radiance upcm the happy 
world of children. Behold the pleasing; 
prophecy fulfilled, "He shall turn the heart 
of the fathers to the children, and the heart 
of the children to their fathers." Happy 
parents I Happy children ! You are to be 
congratulated that you were not bom one 
hundred or even fifty years earlier. You 
are the heirs of the ages, the custodians of 
the future. Could our grandmothers rise 
from their graves, nothing would more 
astonish them than the almost royal atten- 
tion bestowed upon the average boy and girl 
of to-day. America is the paradise of 
children and the children's paradise. Every- 
thing possible is done to amuse, instruct, 
advance, and crown them. Every child-lif^ 
IS deemed a precious seed-corn planted in 
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the rich garden-plot of opportunit>' and 
great expectations. Far from seeing in 
their offspring objects of divine wrath, up- 
to-date parents consider them fit candidates 
for the highest earthly hcmors and success. 
Beyond all question the world owes its 
present appreciation of childhood to Him 
who said, "Suffer the little childrai to come 
unto Me, and forbid them not;" but, as 
in so many other directions, mankind has 
taken this precious gift of Christianity and 
perverted it to its own selfish uses, making 
innocent childhood the reflection of adult 
pride and selfishness. Go where you may, 
one encoimters (with many noble excep- 
tions) a spirit of stiff self-assertion, an al- 
most feverish desire for worldly honors and 
display, a breathless striving for the veneer 
of culture, a quick impatience of restraint, 
hardship, and disappointment, a wide- 
spread neglect of family worship, while 
expecting the children to accomplish won- 
ders. Behold the reign of natural affecticm ! 
Behold the world worshiping at the shrine 
of childhood! 
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ARE THE RESULTS ALTOGETHER 
SATISFACTORY? 

What is the matter with this head? Do 
you heartily like the expression? Is his 
mental famishing quite satisfactc^y? If 
all men were such as he, would the mil- 
lennium be at hand ? If you needed a dc^ai 
for charity, would you go to this man ? He 
wants his money for the race-course and 
the billiard room. His theory of life is: 
*'Every man for himself, and the devil take 
the hindmost. I want my right, my wishes, 
my pleasures respected." He is not with- 
out a certain intelUgence, knows what are 
the latest fashions, and can show much 
politeness, which, however, quickly hardens 
into impudence when his will is crossed. 
His heart is like a top, that responds only 
when impelled by flattery from without, and 
on the street he is rated a pretty good fel- 
low as the wcwld goes ; but does the world 
go right? 

He is morally unsound, therefore all 
unsound. Instead of chastened affections, 
behold a sharpened intellect, driven to its 

(27) 
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utmost reach by self-interest. Instead of 
the power to conunand, springing from 
self-conquest, behold a wayward, undisci- 
plined will. His preference for low vaude- 
ville does not suggest reverent thoughts of 
mother and wcnnankind. Self, not God; 
present gratification, not high ideals ; pride, 
conceit, and moral apathy speak in every 
line of that face. 

Shall the world accept this type of man- 
hood as the noblest product of time? 
Must we despair of the New Testament 
ideal? What is the matter? Has the law 
of cause and effect failed for once? If we 
have gone beyond the Puritans, why, then, 
are not our men stronger morally and 
spiritually? Does the golden age of crude, ^ 
selfish, natural affection after all fail to 
bring in the golden age of man? What is 
missing? Not only the individual but 
society itself is affected by spiritual con- 
ditions. 
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THE FLOOD-TIDE OF WORLDLl- 
NESS. 

A strange scene is before us. As the 
warm spring sun IcMDsens the fetters of ice 
and snow, sending the waters rushing into 
the valleys below, so we are witiiessing a 
flood-tide of worldliness polluting the mar- 
ket, the home, and even the church, threat- 
ening to put out the fires of natural affec- 
tion that promised so much. In the 
Galveston disaster seven thousand buildings 
were wrecked, eight thousand lives were 
lost, and thirty million dollars' worth of 
property destroyed; but what shall we say 
when myriads of men, devoid of Christian 
convictions, by their self-worship threaten 
to engulf all the higher things of life, while 
greed, luxury, and moral anarchy ride tri- 
umphantly over the ruins? Whence this 
destructive flood of materialism, selfishness, 
and worldly intoxication? Aye, whence? 

Somehow, the more children are idolized, 
the worse they seem to turn out. The 
blazing sun of unenlightened, unsanctified 
natural affection has not dispelled conceit, 
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disobedience, and self-indulgence. The 
mountain has brought forth a mouse. The 
six million or more of young men who never 
darken a church door, were they not fed, 
clothed, schooled, yea, once passionately 
loved, by parents? — ^Very likely. And the 
thirteen million children now growing up 
in this country in heathen darkness — ^var- 
nished heathenism — ^are they not housed, 
nourished, and jealously clasped to a moth- 
er's heart? Presumably, for a mother 
rarely forgets her child. Yet these chil- 
dren grow up without clear-cut moral con- 
victions or a knowledge of the way of life. 
What is the matter? Is, then, natural aflFec- 
tion all a mistake? ' God forbid. As well 
blame the sun for the havoc wrought by 
spring freshets as blame love for the mis- 
chief wrought by ignorance and sefishness. 
Harvest is impossible without sunshine. 
'Tis love that makes the world go round. 
And still the question returns, Why do not 
our boys turn out better? why this flood- 
tide of worldliness? 
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WHO IS TO BLAME? 

Unconverted Parents shake their heads 
impatiently and exclaim: "Do not turn to 
us for an explanaticm of human ills. Are 
not we loddng out for number one? And 
as for our son, do we not fairly idolize him ? 
For him we toil and sacrifice ; for his sake 
we stand aside, push him to the front, drill 
him to hold his own, and urge him to enter 
the race for success. We are not a drag 
upon the wheels of progress. Better ex- 
tend your inquiries to the slipshod family 
that lives on the back street." 

Bad Neighbors are to a community what 
weeds and thistles are to a garden; but, 
while weeds may be uprooted, what can 
be done with the tobacco-stained, foul- 
mouthed, vulgar boy, whose every breath is 
tainted? For one thing, he should be mwe 
pitied than feared. In the presence of pa- 
tience and wisdom he is no more harmful 
than a Chinese devil made of paper. One 
strong, because good, boy can chase a thou- 
sand, and two can put ten thousand to flight. 
And besides, if you want to stir up a par- 
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ticularly vicious hornets' nest, just point an 
accusing finger at your bad neighbor. 
"Why single out my boy ?" comes the swift 
reply. "What now has he done? My 
Tames is as good as your John, if his coat 
is not quite so stylish. He always comes 
home when tired or hungry; I never hear 
him use bad language, unless, poor fellow, 
he is stroked the wrong way; and for the 
rest, I want him to hold his own in a square 
fight. He attends the largest Sunday- 
school in town, and I have always believed 
in giving my boy free rein. It must be 
the times we live in that are at fault." Dear 
woman, she does not know that it is only 
during stormy weather that he is present, 
and then invariably creates a storm of 
trouble. 

The Spirit of the Age in turn exclaims: 
"Why saddle the ills of the world upon me? 
I am nothing in myself, only the mirror re- 
flecting the average life of the day. The 
world is what people make it. Change the 
current of men's thought, and you change 
me. Perhaps you will come nearer the 
truth by investigating the sort of reading 
young people indulge in." 

The Penny Dreadful, hidden somewhere 
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aboctt the hcffs clothes, is fished fordi, and 
we see guilt written across every line of its 
gaudy face. QxifrcHited widi tiie evidence 
of crime, the bad boc^ gutters forth: 
"Well, I must admit I am not all that I 
ought to be, but do not Uame me, for I am 
simply the creature of supply and demand. 
6o3rs crave excitement and adventure, and 
are curious to know certain hidden mys- 
teries of life. 'Stcrfen waters are sweet;' 
and, as for making money, this business is 
better than a Klondike gold mine. Bum 
me, if you must, but I assure you the root 
of the trouble is in human nature itself." 
Total Depravity, well known tq pulpit 
and pew, makes a stately bow, and replies 
in an injured tone of voice: "If it's me you 
mean, what woes and sins have not been laid 
at my door? Lo, these many years have 
I stood as the universal scapegoat of man- 
kind, and now I stand accused of corrupt- 
ing the youth and causing the present state 
of unbelief. This is too much. Far from 
being the terrible monster I am pictured, 
parents have it actually in their power to 
disprove my very existence. How? Sim- 
ple enough. Let them study well the laws 
of heredity, giving their children a good 
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start in life, and total depravity will soon 
be changed into total goodness. But, if you 
wish to look still further into this matter, 
consult my distinguished friend here at my 
left—" 

But hold. Whither are we drifting? 
These jangling voices only mislead. We 
must retrace our steps. And still the ques- 
tion returns, Who is to blame? why so 
few Christian young men? In vain do we 
seek to lay the blame on bad neighbors, 
or worse books. In vain do we hope, 
by making a bonfire of nasty pictures, 
thereby to kindle the light of purity in the 
soul. The trouble lies within. We roust 
trace the evil to its source and there apply 
the remedy. 
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NEARER THE TRUTH. 

The family is the central sun around 
which the life of the community revolves. 
Over the home is raised the flag of national 
honor and glory. We have a thousand and 
one things dedicated to the family, — ^maga- 
zines and medicines, soaps and sewing- 
machines, plays and pastimes. It is the 
final court of appeal, the goal of every en- 
terprise. No wonder the exalted position 
occupied by American fathers and mothers 
is accepted with conscious pride; but, 
strange to say, while both sides of the house 
are quick to claim every trace of strength, 
talent, or beauty in their ofiFspring, they 
can not imagine where the defects come 
from. Like Topsy, the unpromising child 
must have "just growed." 

Out of your own mouths, to use a scrip- 
tural phrase, O parents, are ye judged j 
For heredity is one witness, and training is 
one. Listen to a number of witnesses, all 
sworn friends of yours, whose unimpeach- 
able testimony aflSrms that, when a child 
goes wrong, you are primarily to be 
blamed : — 
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God's Word.— 'Tor I have told Eli that 
I would judge his house forever for the 
iniquity which he knoweth; because his 
sons made themselves vile, and he restrained 
them not." i Sam. 3:13. "Correct thy 
son, and he will give thee rest ; yea, he shall 
give thee delight unto thy soul." Prov. 
29:17. 

The Pastor.— rTht child breathes the at- 
mosphere of the home. He sees the world 
through his parents' eyes. Their objects 
become his. Their life and spirit hold him. 
He lives and moves and has his being in 
them. — Dr. Horace BtishnelL The entire 
burden of the nurture of children rests upon 
the parents, and there we must leave it. As 
the child receives its first bodily nourish- 
ment from the mother, so should it also 
receive from her its first nourishment for 
the higher life. — Dr. Thiersch. 

The Sunday-school Teacher. — ^The pres- 
ent things we call Sunday-schools are abso- 
lutely inadequate to supply the religious 
education for the children of the city. — 
Visitor. In all my addresses on Sunday- 
school work for twenty years I have in- 
sisted upon the hcmie as the first, best, and 
most important of all educational agencies. 
— Bishop John H. Vincent. 
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The Public School-teacher. — ^The ap- 
pearance and conduct of a child are a sure 
index of the sort of home frcMn which it 
comes. Our work is made easier and more 
successful when parents have done their 
duty. — Chorus of Voices, The kinder- 
garten begins on the mother's lap. — FroebeL 

The Police Officer.— The only trouble I 
ever have in enforcing the curfew law is 
with boys who come from rickety homes or 
worse than none. — Policeman. Ninety per 
cent of boys and girls under arrest have had 
no fair chance at home. — Police Matron. 

Statesman. — ^The influence of home life 
as an antidote to crime depends directly 
upon its purity, peace, refinement, unself- 
ishness, good order, activity, intimacy, pri- 
vacy, and its happiness. There is no more 
prolific source of crime than the want of a 
true home life in childhood and youth. The 
state must help the home. — Dr. F. H. 
Wines. 

Having traced the lack of moral stamina 
and spiritual life back to the homes of the 
land, it is evident that there the remedy 
must be applied. Purify the fountain, and 
the stream will be pure. Save the home 
and you save the nation. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE CONTRASTED HOMES. 

Look upon this picture and upon that. 
They serve still further^ to emphasize the 
important truth that the home is what 
parents make it. The tumble-down condi- 
tion of the drunkard's cabin, the ragged 
dress, the frowsy head of hair, and the 
quarrelsomeness of the wretched woman 
are not accidental, unavoidable circum- 
stances forced upon the family from with- 
out, but the inevitable expression of an 
inner state of depravity. And if the 
drunken husband were in sight, he would 
doubtless match the wife in appearance and 
disposition. The mind is in an unkempt, 
devil-may-care frame; that is the seat of 
the trouble ; while the heart "is the habita- 
tion of devils, and the hold of every foul 
spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hate- 
ful bird." No wonder if the cat and dog 
spit and bark at each other, and as for the 
child, poor, pitiable thing, upon its delicate 
frame and tender heart are wreaked all the 
woe and horroi of the situation, making a 
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hell of its little earth. Savagery begets 
savagery; gentleness begets gentleness. 

How diflFerent the scene adjoined! In 
this home of temperance and honor com- 
fort waits on peace, and peace makes com- 
panionship and mutual improvement possi- 
ble. The household pets are good friends ; 
it is heaven for the child to be near mother, 
while to both the husband and father is 
an inspiration and a tower of strength. 
Whence the contrast? It is not altogether 
in the kind of food they eat nor in the air 
they breathe, but in the thoughts and pur- 
poses of the heart. A well-ordered mind 
results in a well-ordered home. The king- 
dom of home, like the kingdom of God, 
is within. There in the secret chambers of 
the soul it is decreed what shall be the tone 
and atmosphere of the outward life. "It 
is not in our stars, but in ourselves, that 
we are underlings." "As he [a man] think- 
eth in his heart, so is he." We repeat, if 
things go wrong in the home, there the 
remedy must be applied. 
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THREE POSSIBLE REMEDIES. 

The Heroic Treatment. — Well do we 
older ones know the meaning of the first 
picture of the group by personal experience. 
The switch in the comer was the "black- 
man" most feared by us, he leaving certain 
black marks upon our squirming flesh, as 
a reminder of his speedy return. We can 
almost hear the "swish" of the strap now ; 
and as for the text that blessed the deed, 
it was as brief as it was conclusive, "Spare 
the rod and spoil the child." Our fore- 
fathers verily thought they were doing both 
God and the child a service by keeping the 
rod within easy reach. For was not the 
child naturally bad, and not good? inclined 
to grow worse, and not better? As St. 
Patrick banished snakes and reptiles from 
Ireland by means of his magic wand, so the 
rod of correction must serve to drive out 
the bad and drive in the good. 

Tremble not, young America; the days 
of extreme severity are forever past. The 
dial of time can not be turned backward. 
The world's richest harvest can not be 
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grown on the arid soil of Puritanism. But 
one sweety fresh lily we do find growing 
there; it is the precious truth that children 
must be reared for God and eternity; they 
must be taught obedience, humility, and 
reverence. The family was the nursery of 
the church. They must be nurtured in all 
right living. How can they choose ? What 
fits the child to make the right choice of 
what it should believe? What is there in 
its little brain that should make it the ruler 
of its highest destiny? "Religion should 
be taught just as cooking is taught." The 
general result of the old method, in spite 
of its severity, was to foster a large intel- 
ligence, sotmd morality, and unfeigned 
piety. 

"Young folks are smart, but all ain't good thet's 

new; 
I guess the grandkthers they knowed stmthin* 

too. 
They toiled and prayed, built sure in the beginnin', 
An' never let us tech the underpinnin'." 

The Candy Cure. — In place of the stick 
behind the door, the stick of candy in 
mother's bureau drawer; instead of the box 
on the ear, a caress ; instead of the ringing 
notes of command, the pleadings of the 
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suppliant; thus has the pendulum swung 
to the opposite extreme. Parents once 
stood above their children as monarchs ; 
now they often stand below them as their 
slaves. In the anxiety not to lessen the 
boy's chances of success, every whim and 
impulse are gratified, only to find, when ic 
is everlastingly too late, that, since some 
one must rule, it had better not be the little 
t)rrant in knickerbockers. No, it is not by 
still further increasing the warmth of self- 
ish natural affection that the remedy is 
found. Something more is needed. The 
quickest way to secure a spoiled boy's con- 
tempt is to place his foot upon the parents' 
neck. Sweetmeats on the tongue do not 
insure sweetness of disposition. Blows de- 
served do more to weld the heart of the 
child to that of the mother than caresses 
unmerited. 

But surely the nineteenth-century method 
of child-training is an improvement upon 
the eighteenth? Yes, in this particular, that 
the child himself is better understood, less 
suspicioned, and viewed in the light of a 
more Christlike theology. To the white lily 
of Puritanism we therefore add the red rose 
of humanity. We now see that patience. 
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not impulse ; sympathy, not severity ; justice, 
tact, tenderness, love, — ^these are the essen- 
tial principles of child-training. May we 
never lose what was good in both extremes. 

The True Remedy. — Father, mother, 
and child must walk hand in hand through 
life. This sacred trinity, like the Holy 
Trinity, can not be separated into parts. 
The family is as truly a unit as is a tree 
or the human body. "The children gather 
wood, the fathers kindle a fire, and the 
women knead the dough." Jer. 7 :i8. The 
manners, opinions, aims, and spirit of the 
house are an atmosphere which pervades all 
as naturally as the air they breathe. The 
father can not say to the child, "I have no 
need of thee," nor, again, the child to the 
mother, "I have no need of thee." The 
family is one — one in necessities, one in 
joy and sorrow, one in final destiny in God, 
the Source of love. To the bright sunshine 
of natural aflfection there must therefore be 
added the true fire • from heaven. What 
natural affection alone found impossible of 
accomplishment is made delightfully easy 
when heaven is enlisted in the task of child- 
training. 

Here is the center of the whole problem, 
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How can father, mother, and child be 
brought to walk harmoniously hand in 
hand, and by their side the Soa of God? 
For in Christ we find the ideal of reverence 
and obedience so dear to our forefathers, 
and also the radiant love and sweet human- 
ity of a later day. We therefore take the 
lily and rose and place them in the hands 
of Christ, that He may blow upon them 
with His heavenly breath, causing them to 
bloom with a rarer beauty and a diviner 
fragrance. "If there be not in the natural 
dispositions of the parents and children 
enough kindly warmth of feeling to eflfect 
implicit obedience by means of gentle aflfec- 
tions, and without frequent recourse to 
measures of severity, home education had 
better not be attempted." Moral culture 
must come through an atmosphere of love. 
This is not so much a matter of precept, it 
is a precept to be breathed'within the very 
souls of the little ones in their tenderest 
years, from the atmosphere charged with 
lovingness. A loving mother is the true 
teacher of character. The liberty of truth 
guarantees freedom at home in the same 
way that obedience to the will of God se- 
cures for the father moral ascendency and 
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authority over the children. Every time 
the father conducts family prayers, he 
ascends a throne of power. Christ in the 
heart means love and order at home. Love 
and wisdom, freedom and firmness, make 
child-training easy, and are found only in 
households where the Word of God is held 
in supreme affection. 

O happy house, where Thou art loved the best. 

Dear Friend and Saviour of our race. 
Where never comes such welcome, honored Guest, 

Where none can ever fill Thy place, 
Where every heart goes forth to meet Thee, 

Where every ear attends Thy Word, 
Where every life with blessing greets Thee, 

Where all are waiting on their Lord! 

O happy house, whose little ones are given 
Early to Thee, in faith and prayer. 

To Thee, their Friend, who from the heights of 
heaven 
Guards them with more than mother's care! 

O happy house, where little voices 

Their glad hosannas love to raise. 
And childhood's lisping tongue rejoices 

To bring new songs of love and praise ! 
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A HINT FROM ARCHITECTURE. 

The framework of organized Christianity, 
— ^the church, the Sunday-school, young 
people's societ>% hymns, and books, — is as 
necessary to the spiritual development of 
the child as the carpenter's framework in 
the building of an arch. As the infant lies 
helplessly in the arms of his mother, so his 
soul lies in the sheltering arms of the 
church. What would have become of the 
child Samuel without his devout mother 
Hannah, his place in the tabernacle, and the 
fatherly care of Eli, the high priest. 

The partially-built arch shows that scmie 
inner response to the external influences for 
good has taken place. The revelation of 
God in Christ has begun to crystallize into 
character. This stage of growth is illus- 
trated by the boy Samuel, who, after being 
kept in leading strings during early life, 
now hears the personal call of God, and 
promptly responds, "Speak, Lord, for Thy 
servant heareth." "First that which is 
natural, afterward that which is spiritual.*' 
See I Cor. 15*46. 
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The completed arch sets before us the 
mature Christian character, well rounded 
and massive in construction. The man is 
now able to stand alone, "made meet for 
the Master's use/' "When I was a child, 
I spake as a child, I understood as a child, 
I thought as a child ; but when I became a 
man, I put away childish things." This 
period is represented by Samuel in the full 
maturity of his splendid career, "when all 
Israel, from Dan to Beersheba, knew that 
Samuel was established to be a prophet of 
the Lord." 
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THE BOY IS FATHER TO THE MAN. 

The old fable of Minerva springing full- 
grown from the head of Jove has no paral- 
lel in actual life. Here the law of growth, 
often slow and painful, holds sway, — "first 
the blade, then the ear, then the full com in 
the ear." One stage of growth prepares 
the way for the next, and the next, all the 
way up to perfection. The past is summed 
up in the present, and the present in turn 
determines what the future shall be. 

It is therefore not enough for parents to 
be themselves devout and upright in char- 
acter in order to secure the highest results 
of training in their children; they should 
know something about the laws of develop- 
ment as applied to body, mind, and spirit. 
Could the young mother form a mental pic- 
ture of the marvelous processes going on 
in the unfolding life of her child, her interest 
would be greatly stimulated, and thus she 
would become mistress of the situation. 

A mother should know that the physical 
basis of life is of prime importance. Dur- 
ing infancy Ihe proper care of the brain, 
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the nervous system, and the body is of first 
importance. The plant mtxst not be neg- 
lected for the sake of the flower. At birth 
only two senses are in operation, touch and 
temperature; then come vision, hearing, 
taste, and smell. During the first three 
years the brain of the child grows five 
times as fast as does the body (proof that 
the higher and not the lower nature is to 
have the dominion). All parts of the body 
do not grow at one and the same time. 
The body grows first in length, then in 
girth, breadth and depth of chest, in breadth 
and height of forehead, in breadth and 
length of face. All children unfold their 
physical powers in exactly the same order, 
but not at the same rate. 

The mother should know that the mind 
also develops by stages. There is the un- 
folding of the memory stage, when to mem- 
orize long compositions is as easy as later 
on it is difficult. Then comes the growth 
of the fancy, when the boy loves to play at 
circus, school, store, soldier, acting, etc. 
Judgment, comparison, curiosity, reverence 
are developed later on. The young man 
easily grasps many things hidden from the 
youth, who in turn knows a great deal more 
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than do the child and the infant. Milk for 
babes, solid food for men. 

The mother should know that in the 
higher realm of the boy's moral and spirit- 
ual nature growth is still slower and more 
imperceptible. The infant is not a moral 
being, with conscience and convictions. It 
is neither good, bad, pure, nor corrupt. The 
lower self and its immediate wants pre- 
ponderate. While the impulses cA little 
children are by no means always innocent, 
we must not for a moment weigh their ac- 
tions in the same scales with adults. The 
child may seem to be heartless and cruel 
in the presence of suffering, sickness, and 
even death; but the truth is that the full 
meaning of the dark side of life is largely 
beyond his comprehension. He can not 
put himself in another's place, least of all 
in that of an adult. While, therefore, you 
can not put an old head on young shoul- 
ders, the truth may be so adapted to the 
young head that endless growth may follow, 
in a normal, happy way. Artists who have 
represented the Christ-child with flaming 
heart, a solemn countenance, and a miniature 
cross in the elevated hand, have done much 
to create false standards of what a normal 
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boy should be. The heights of moral ex- 
cellence are reached only after long and 
hard climbing, and meanwhile infinite pa- 
tience is required in dealing with those im- 
perfections which the child hourly displays. 
Having outlined the twofold prepara- 
tion necessary on the part of parents in 
character building, — ^a Christlike character 
and a knowledge of child-nature, — ^we are 
now ready to turn the microscope of mental 
insight upon the inner world of the child 
Itself, tracing its moral and spiritual devel- 
opment from the humblest seed corn to the 
glorious harvest. 
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A BUNDLE OF POSSIBILITIES. 

Sweet gift of heaven, tender, human bud, 
welcome to the world of light! Thou art 
a well-spring of pleasure to the household, 
a fresh growth on the tree of human life, 
a new force in society. 

The infant's natural condition is one of 
perfect ignorance and helplessness. His 
first acquaintance with life is a series of 
shocks, often painful and bewildering; he 
is deaf, blind, speechless, and without the 
least control over his own limbs and mus- 
cles. It may therefore be fairly asked, 
What possible relation exists between the 
babe in the cradle and the strong man that 
is to be? Have we not niade a mistake in 
beginning our study of character building 
so far back? — Not at all. The higher the 
building, the deeper must be the foundation 
laid. The acorn enfolds the oak and the 
bud the fruit. Consider that heredity has 
left its impress upon the little form ; dispo- 
sition, talents, vitality, cast of features, — 
these foremost factors of our earthly career 
are all even now present in embryo. The 
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brain and nervous system are virgin soil 
into which with every breath impressions 
are implanted more enduring than the giant 
trees of the forest. 

We leave the delightful task of discov- 
ering the child's first faint look of recogni- 
tion and response to the fond mother, not- 
ing here only such things in the life of the 
newcomer as seem to bear directly upon 
his future moral and spiritual development. 

And first, what is the meaning of the 
screaming, tossing, twisting, rolling, kick- 
ing performances of the little fellow? — It 
means that he has a spirit of his own that 
seeks expression, and it also indicates that 
his weak will has not yet secured control 
over his muscles and lung-power, and that 
he is experimenting to see how far he can 
have his own way. Like a mountain stream 
plunging and plowing its way to the sea, 
this infant will wants to make room for 
itself, wants every impulse gratified and 
every emotion expressed, unconscious of the 
need of wiser and stronger wills than its 
own to check and direct its course. Here 
we lay our finger upon the earliest and 
most important element in child training, — 
the mother must now ascend her royal throne 
and the child must become her subject. 
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And at the outset two very serious errors 
must be avoided: On the one hand every 
crying spell and violent tossing of the little 
limbs must not be interpreted as wilful re- 
bellion, to be promptly crushed out with 
slaps, shakings, and sharp words, for not 
only has the infant no control over its own 
body, but it is utterly incapable of deliberate 
opposition. It can not judge of the effect 
of its own acts upon others. Nor, on the 
other hand, should the little will go im- 
checked, on the plea that the child is so 
young and thoughtless. The path of wis- 
dom lies between the two extremes of harsh- 
ness and easy-going indulgence on the part 
of the mother ; it should be seen that, if at 
the outset every emotion is gratified, every 
impulse unfettered, the habit of having its 
own way is speedily formed, until the 
gentle zephjrrs of protest become a roaring 
cyclone of opposition. The parent's "must" 
is therefore most wholesome and imperative, 
but should always be tempered by sympathy, 
wisdom, and love. First battles are here 
decisive, and should be won by the mother. 
If the infant is somehow impressed that he 
should wait for his dinner until the set time, 
take his bath when required, will he not 
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in later life more readily say, No, to temp- 
tation and, Yes, to stoic endurance? The 
soil of the soul is hard and sour until it is 
broken up and mellowed by influences from 
without. 

Look again at the newcomer. We sec 
another force manifesting itself in him. 
The outstretched hands and pleading look 
plainly show that the little heart is sending 
forth its first rays of affection. The eye 
lights up and the smile comes and goes. 
The angel in the child more than offsets 
the savage of a moment ago. The savage 
must be exorcised, the angel enthroned. 
Happy the mother whose love is mirrored 
in the heart of her boy ; happy the bearded 
man who still feels the touch of a mother's 
hand resting in benediction upon his head. 
The affections are to a child's nature what 
sunshine and showers are to the soil — ^they 
make growth possible. Thus we see that 
it may be an easy and delightful task for 
a mother to take the first important steps 
in the higher training of her child, and 
the mother gets more than she gives. 

There are two ways of loving one's child, 
one prompted by selfishness, as a miser loves 
his gold, another by unselfishness, as Han- 
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nah loved Samuel, giving back to God in 
consecration the precious gift received from 
Him. 

First impressions are most lasting. The 
hand that rocks the cradle rules the world. 

The purpose of mother love is the nur- 
ture of life. Every mother is a priestess 
ordained of God. 

More is done to fix the moral and re- 
ligious character of children before they can 
speak than afterwards. 

The proper book for the mother to study 
is the child's heart. 

Each child should be regarded as the 
manifestation of the divine Spirit in human 
form, the nearness and grace of God. 

The better the soil the ranker the weeds 
of conceit and self-indulgence, unless early 
counteracted by the good seed of reverence 
and obedience. 

During the first three years a boy's dis- 
position is entirely undisguised and open as 
the day. Study it now, with the intention 
of making future use of the facts gained, 
when perchance he has learned to disguise 
his feelings. 

The soul begins at birth to unfold in 
accordance with spiritual laws in as regular 
and systematic manner as does the body. 
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If the soul of the infant had no connec- 
tion with the last deeds of the old man, how 
could we believe in the continuity of human 
life? All periods of life are equally pre- 
cious. 

Every child has the right to be well born. 
The education of children begins even be- 
fore they come into the world. 

Home is not a barrack, but the forecourt 
of heaven. 

The child is a tutor for the affections. 

WHERE DID YOU COME FROM? 

"Where did you come from, baby dear?" 
"Out of the everywhere into the here." 

"Where did you get your eyes of blue?" 

"Out of the sky as I came through." 

"What makes the light in them sparkle and 

spin ?" 
"Some of the starry spikes left in." 
"Where did you get that little tear?" 
"I found it waiting when I got here." 
"What makes your forehead so smooth and 

high?" 
"A soft hand stroked it as I went by." 
"What makes your cheek like a warm white 

rose?" 
"I saw something better than any one knows.'' 

"Whence that three-cornered smile of bliss?" 
"Three angels gave me at once a kiss." 
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"Where did you get this pearly ear?" 
"God spoke, and it came out to hear." 

"Where did you get those arms and hands?" 
"Love made itself into hooks and bands." 

"Feet, whence did you come, you darling things ?" 
"From the same box as the cherub's wings." 

"How did they all come just to you?" 
"God thought of me, and so I grew." 

"But how did you come to us, you dear?" 
"God thought of you, and so I am here." 

— Dr, George McDonald. 
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IN LEADING STRINGS. 

We turn again to the beautiful life of the 
child as now seen at the age of three, and 
find its contents greatly enriched. The 
little fellow has now become "interesting," 
as we men folk would say. The first three 
years mean more now than ten years later 
on. See the great shock of dancing curls 
and the laughing eyes, giving quick response 
to every movement of his restless feet. 
His touch is gentle, his voice full of sweet- 
ness, and his manner winsome. Much of 
the unconsciousness of infancy still clings 
to him. He lives in a magic world of his 
own. 

How fares it with the discipline of the 
lad's will? Have the moulding hands of 
mother left their impress upon his charac- 
ter ? As virgin soil once broken up by the 
plow is afterwards readily "worked," so, 
having won the first battles fought out in the 
nursery, the mother should find it a com- 
paratively easy task to cope with the boy's 
growing impulses. Her quietly-spoken or- 
der, "Close the door, my boy" (the rain- 
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storm having blown open the door), is 
promptly obeyed, in spite of the counter- 
attraction of the toys on the floor. Would 
this severe test of parental authority have 
proved successful if the infantile will had 
heretofore been always indulged instead of 
disciplined? — Hardly. But now the firm 
parental, ''You must," reaps the responsive, 
"I will." Experience has as yet taught the 
boy nothing; reason is but in its dawn; he 
can not understand abstract law; his way- 
ward impulses must therefore be checked 
by personal authority, the authority of su- 
perior love, sympathy, and insight. The 
more "breaking of the will" of this sort we 
have, the better for the youth of our land. 
And what of the budding affections? 
Surely it can not fail that in a Christian 
home, such as we have all along in mind, 
the genial atmosphere of mutual love will 
serve to enrich the heart of the little one, 
bring it into subjection to the law of love 
in word and deed. 'Tis a glad day to the 
father when, tired and toilwom, he is met at 
the garden gate by the toddling child, with 
outstretched arms and jubilant smile, run- 
ning to "meet papa." Firmness tempered 
by love works wonders \n the household ; 
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and is not that God's method, — joining the 
law and the gospel, holiness and mercy, — 
in training His children of a larger growth 
for the kingdom of heaven ? 

One of the most delightful traits of child 
life is the spontaneous impulse to imitate 
others. Children reflect the life about them ; 
they imitate the words, looks, gestures, acts 
of others, as forming ideals on which to 
model their own lives. They love to play 
at visiting, singing, preaching, healing the 
sick, driving horses, keeping store, and giv- 
ing parties. In city slums children imitate 
the policeman and the washwoman, as on 
the boulevards the fashionable caller. David 
Livingstone found the native boys of cen- 
tral Africa making bows and arrows and 
building miniature huts. When it is under- 
stood that, where children imitate other 
children once, they imitate adults ten times, 
the importance of seizing upon this impulse 
in them and turning it into higher channels 
is at once evident. The boy develops by 
imitating men. He wants to be like father. 
How proud he is to wield the hammer and 
the. saw, or hold the lines! The child's 
personality grows; it grows by imitation 
and action. The home atmosphere is every- 
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thing. Say not, mother, "Oh, if only I had 
a palace in which to bring up my son, what 
a good man he would become!" for char- 
acter is not the outcome of the style and 
arrangement of furniture in a room, but 
what is said and done in the rooms. Be 
right yourself, and the child will be right. 
If at the age of three the boy personifies the 
door, the stove, the knife, and the hammer, 
pets or strikes these things as they please 
or displease him, how much more will he 
be influenced by the kindly or selfish pres- 
ence of living human beings! 

The Bible must, of course, still largely 
remain a sealed book. It is known to him, 
indeed, as the Book of God, and he eagerly 
absorbs glimpses of Old Testament heroes 
and of the life of Christ. Religious ques- 
tionings, as: Does God get wet when it 
rains? Will God go with us if we move 
away? Can God see in the dark? so far 
from being wrong, are to be eagerly wel- 
comed and met. God in the child's mind 
is far more than a great and good man. 
He can be experienced, but not defined. He 
is the explanation of all things, the child's 
own life included. 

As the infant, so the child. 
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The holiness of children is like that of 
Adam before the fall, — untried. 

Children can no more become religious 
by- their own unaided powers than they can 
become anything else that is desirable. 

What is better than the rod? — A truly 
sanctified life. Life is mightier than all in- 
struction. 

The best guide to Jesus is parents, and, 
best of all, the unselfish love of the mother. 

At the age of three the boy's religious 
nature should be so far developed that he 
can compose himself at prayers. — FroebeL 

The mother's heart is the child's school- 
room. — Beecher, 

The child's religious faith is first faith 
in you, mother, father; to early childhood 
you are God. 

Nothing is in the child which was not 
before in the parents. 

The most delicate, the most difficult, the 
most important part of the training of chil- 
dren consists in the development of their 
inner and higher life of feeling and of soul, 
from which springs all that is highest and 
noblest in the life of mankind. — Froebel 

While the growth of the body has been 
marked, the brain is double as large at the 
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end of 'the first year as it was at birth, a 
prophecy that mind should control matter. 

"Nearer the gates of Paradise than we, 
Our children breathe its air, its angels see; 
And when they pray, God hears their simple 

prayer, 
Yea, even sheathes His sword in judgment bare." 

THE COMING MAN. 

A pair of very chubby legs 

Encased in scarlet hose, 
A pair of little stubby boots, 

With rather doubtful toes, 
A little kilt, a little coat. 

Cut as a mother can — 
And lo I before us strides in state 

The future's "coming man." 

Ah! blessings on those little hands. 

Whose work is yet undone. 
And blessings on those little feet. 

Whose race is yet unrun. 
And blessings on the little brain, 

That has not learned to plan. 
Whatever the future holds in store, 

God bless the "coming man." 
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MOTHER'S LITTLE MAN. 

What are the distinctive traits of a boy 
at the age of five? — He is a walking ques- 
tion mark, all eyes and ears, half angeJ, 
half animal, a bundle of sweetness, a trial 
of patience, an example of perpetual motion, 
now here, now there. The awakening of 
that most marvelous of all human posses- 
sions, the "I," the "self," that which con- 
stitutes a boy a boy and a man a man, has 
taken place; nor can the boy's personality 
henceforth be ignored or slain. With this 
awakening of self-consciousness comes the 
period of rapid growth, of happy discov- 
eries, and delight in the simplest things. 

In the mother's difficult task of disci- 
plining the will of her son we note a dis- 
tinct advance. The lad's own resources at 
self-conquest are now to be enlisted. Turn- 
ing to the chart, we see that the sharp, new 
hatchet has tapped the blood of a finger, 
greatly to the alarm of the little man, who 
comes crying, with his tale of woe, to mama. 
Instead of flying to the rescue, the wise 
mother stands quietly by and turns what 
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seems a calamity into an occasion of self- 
conquest. "Oh, never mind, my dear," she 
says; "do not cry; it is not so bad, and it 
will soon be over; see, it is beginning to 
stop already !" And so, in spite of a sinking 
heart and the sight of ruby drops of blood, 
encouraged by a stronger will than his own, 
the little hero summons up all his resolu- 
tion, and is speedily rewarded by finding 
himself quite free from pain and fright. 
From this day onward mother has an ally 
in the boy's own nature in effecting self- 
conquest. 

Human affections are like the tiny waves 
created by throwing a pebble into the mid- 
dle of a pond, — ^their tendency is to deepen 
and expand in every direction. A glance at 
the picture shows that our lad can love 
others outside the family circle, in that he 
shares with a playmate his dearest posses- 
sion, a big, ripe apple. There is no invest- 
ment that pays so large and quick dividends 
as love bestowed upon children. 

The consciousness of sex (which in after 
life plays so imperial a part) has now so 
far developed that, in addition to wearing 
a boy's clothes and having a boy's name, 
he is fond of playing with his little girl 
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friends, showing his chivahy by giving 
them occasional rides on his new sled or 
wagon. 

Have children a more tender conscience 
than adults ? We think of their innocence, 
their tender feelings, their timidity, their 
guileless faith, the look of horror with 
which they greet expressicms and actions 
that pass without comment on the part of 
their elders, and we answer unhesitatingly. 
Yes. "Heaven lies about us in our in- 
fancy." "Of such is the kingdom of 
heaven." We think of these and similar 
expressions, and yet we must admit there 
is a dark shadow cast across this radiant 
picture of innocence and trustfulness; we 
mean the tendency towards untruthfulness. 
After making due allowance for an all too 
vivid imagination that sees oranges the size 
of pumpkins, dogs as big as horses, and 
butterflies as big as cats, and remembering 
that the boy is just at the age twixt child- 
hood and youth, when thought is speech, 
and speech is thought, there still remains 
ample occasion to train the child in the 
habit of truth telling. 

With the awakening of the higher self 
and the growing sense of right and wrong. 
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there is given new point and urgency to the 
boy's evening prayer. What more natural 
or tactful on the part of the Christian 
mother, as she tucks her darling away for 
the night, than to go over the little defects 
and wrongs of the day with him, laying 
them all before the Saviour for forgiveness ? 
Then with the good-night kiss comes the 
restful feeling that all is right between him 
and God. What can a boy of five know 
about the Old Testament heroes or the life 
of Christ ? He can picture to himself Sam- 
son, Goliath, 2nd Daniel in the lions' den, 
and he can in a measure understand the 
visit of the shepherds and the wise men to 
the manger, the visit of the boy Jesus to 
Jerusalem, the crucifixion, and the resur- 
rection. But far more potent for good than 
his own dim apprehension is the Christian 
tone of the household, the weekly visits lo 
the Sunday-school, and the delightful holi- 
days enjoyed. 

What share have the public school and 
the Sunday-school in the higher training 
of the child? An appeal to facts supplies 
the best ansv/er. One bright autumnal 
morning, our little friend having now ar- 
rived at the mature age of six, he is granted 
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the long-awaited pleasure of joining older 
children on their way to that Mecca of a 
child's world, the public school. The first 
day in the primary room he can never for- 
get. It opens to him a new and larger 
world ; it affords him glimpses of the shin- 
ing pathway of learning that stretches be- 
ycMid the horizon of boyhood. Day by day 
school life takes larger hold upon him, and 
with reason, for all that boundless re- 
sources, patient study, and unflagging zeal 
can do is lavished upon this grand Ameri- 
can institution. Summing up the work of 
the public school, and beginning far down 
the scale, we find that it inculcates neatness 
of dress and person, punctuality, prcmipt- 
ness of action, methodical habits, trained 
observation, sustained attention, together 
with an almost endless assortment of 
scrappy knowledge. Untruthfulness, inci- 
vility, and awkwardness are frowned upon, 
and here and there an effort is made to 
forestall the effects of ignorance and im- 
pulse in matters of sex. But we look in 
vain for a full-orbed manhood. Can rou- 
tine develop individuality? Can the mark- 
ing system arouse native genius? Does the 
sparkle of shallow wit lead to generous 
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sympathies and unselfish deeds? Does the 
cramming method develop deep thought? 
And what of that regal quality of character, 
a strong will? Are stoic endurance and 
toughness of moral fiber encouraged? And 
who does not see that by ruling God and 
His Word out of our public schools ideals 
of reverence and Christlikeness of temper 
are directly discredited? 

In handing the child over to the public 
school-teacher, therefore, let not the mother 
at the same time abnegate her spiritual lead- 
ership. A convenient and slothful escape 
from duty this might be, but in the end it 
would prove suicidal. 

But surely the Sunday-school achieves 
what the limitations of the day school pre- 
vent it from doing? Would God we could 
honestly say as much. The religious need, 
the opportunity are simply overwhelming; 
and yet, while not for a moment impugning 
the motives and the sincerity of the Sun- 
day-school, it is a notorious fact that as an 
agency to beat back the hosts of Satan and 
win our boys for Christ and His church, 
the Sunday-school falls far short of success. 
Here is about what takes place during the 
brief hour in the average boys' class: The 



Digitized by 



Google 



The Boy PubzU. 85 

youngsters come straggling in one after 
another, and slide into their places with 
mutual digs and nudges of recognition. 
The teacher, usually a kind-hearted, stylish 
young woman, without the least special fit- 
ness for her task, makes her appearance, 
having a smile and word for each pupil. 
During the next twenty minutes she has 
her hands full trying to induce the boys to 
join in the singing and stand quiet during 
prayers. Then comes the lesson, which, of 
course, none of the boys have even glanced 
at, while the teacher has studied only so 
far as her many social duties permitted dur- 
ing the week. What, with the usual lack 
of adaptation of the lesson itself to the age 
of the children, and the ceaseless eflforts of 
the class "tease" to raise a titter, our dear 
heroine is fortunate if by hook or crook she 
manages to get some faint outline of the 
lesson lodged in the minds of the boys. 
Secretly she thanks God if for one Sunday 
more she has remained victor of the field. 
After another hymn comes the superintend- 
ent's review of the lesson ; and why should 
he also give the impression of being nerved 
up to keep the school in hand (of which he 
seems half afraid), without a breakdown, 
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until the stroke of the clock? For a mo- 
ment all heads are bowed in the brief clos- 
ing prayer, and away go our lads as if 
shot out of a cannon, the little they have 
learned being as quickly dissipated as 
powder smoke. And that is called provid- 
ing religious instruction. 

By all means send the boy to the Sunday- 
school — let us pray for its improvement — 
but better, far better, in its present and 
eternal results is the quiet additional hour 
spent later in the day, when mother and 
her darlings retreat to their cozy comer 
and again and again together go over the 
story of Bible heroes, always giving the 
preference to the life and teachings of Jesus. 
Many is the man who recalls with emo- 
tions deep and tender the hallowed hour 
when, at his mother's knee, her arm about 
him, and her sweet, low voice filling his 
very being, the Scriptures were for the first 
time opened to his understanding and the 
veil was drawn aside which hides the eter- 
nal world. 

Better be unborn than untaught. 

"As the twig is bent, the tree is inclined." 

"Cast thy bread upon the waters, and thou 
shalt find it after many days." 
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The God that answereth by pure and lov- 
ing homes, let him be God. 

One mother is worth a dozen school- 
masters. 

Soft-hearted mothers rear soft-hearted 
children. The very best colts need break- 
ing. 

Never scold a child for imintentional 
faults. Lying has its roots in distrust and 
fear. 

Childhood is the age for dreaming, for 
living a life of play and happy make-believe. 

It is of the highest importance to get hold 
of the conscience. Bring the eternal world 
into view. 

Let parents bequeath to their children 
not riches, but the spirit of reverence. — 
Plato. 

The bowed head, the folded hands, the 
reverent voice of prayer, is itself the most 
effective sermon that can be preached before 
the child. — Froebel 

We are all liable to make mistakes in the 
training of children, even the youngest of 
us. 

As the father lives, so lives the son. 

Children detest injustice, especially 
against themselves and their chums. 
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"An ounce of affection is worth a ton 
of intellect." Better have a generous al- 
lowance of both. 

Native Australian children are never dis- 
ciplined or punished, and they remain 
simple bushmen. 

The man who secretly pats himself on 
the back, saying, "What a good man am I !" 
when he exercises kindness towards his 
child, is on the same plane with the can- 
nibal who patronizes the missionary for 
saving his soul. 

As early as may be, get a child to decide 
for the right, work toward ends, and set 
up standards of excellence in word, thought, 
and deed. 

By justice and kindness we can make al- 
most anything we like of children. They 
will be frank and open if encouraged to be 
confiding. 

The child pilfers, steals, harms, and de- 
stroys without any idea of wrong. They 
must be taught that tormenting the cat or 
striking little sister is wrong and hurtful. 
The basis of morality and propriety exists 
in the child. 

"They brought little children unto Him, 
that He should touch them; and His disci- 
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pies rebuked those that brought them. But 
when Jesus saw it, He was much displeased, 
and said unto them. Suffer the little children 
to come unto Me, and forbid them not ; for 
of such is the kingdom of heaven." "And 
He took them up in His arms, put His 
hands upon them, and blessed them." 
Mark 10:13, 16. 

A BOY'S HYMN. 

I want to live to be a man 

Both good and useful as I can, 

To speak the truth, be just and brave, 

My fellow-men to help and save. 

I want to live that I may show 

My love to Jesus here below, 

In human toil to take my share. 

And thus for higher work prepare. 
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YOUNG HOTSPUR. 

Five golden years have run their happy 
course. Many childish things have been 
outgrown and forgotten, while much that is 
new and valuable has taken root in the 
garden of the soul. In every direction the 
youthful life has become enlarged, enriched, 
and intensified. The boy of ten eats fast, 
plays hard, studies desperately, and sleeps 
soundly. Outwardly as restless as a Skye 
terrier and uncertain as sheet-lightning, he 
is inwardly as true as steel. He is as ready 
for a challenge at wrestling as he is to 
taclde a new study at school. It is at this 
age that he races after a coal wagon two 
blocks trying to hitch cm his sled for the 
sake of riding one block, then comes to the 
supper table with cheeks aglow and eyes 
sparkling, boasting of the good time he has 
had. There are three hundred and sixty- 
five chances In a year for a boy to kill him- 
self, and he takes them all. 

Now it is that he begins to drink in the 
larger life of the great world. He scorns 
to be tied to his mother's apron strings. 

(91) 
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There are moments when he thinks him- 
self very wise and can be a tormenting 
tease. Every boy within a mile of home, 
every teamster, every merchant, every driver 
of a delivery wagon, is a personal acquaint- 
ance of his. Like the mysterious omtents 
of his pocket, the lad's mind contains all 
sorts of things, good, bad, and indifferent. 
Too mudi must not be expected of the shy, 
immature, impulsive boy of ten or twelve; 
the strong oak of the forest does not grow 
in a day. 

It is precisely at this skittish age that 
the difference between a wise and unwise 
home training begins to appear. The 
mother who has lost the battle locdcs with 
amazement upon her neighbor who quietly 
orders her son to come indoors, no matter 
how fascinating the game or teasing the 
pla3rmates, and he obeys. Win in cme di- 
rection, and victory follows elsewhere. 
Given a home in which the daily atmosphere 
is one of thoughtfulness, generosity, and 
love, and such rare qualities as respect for 
the aged and reverence for sacred things 
spontaneously develop, while a quarrelsome, 
peevish spirit in the household is sure to 
wreak itself in mistrust and disparagement 
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towards outsiders. Sdf-mastery is the 
price one must pay for the power of appre- 
ciation. Here is a serious fault of young 
America. Does any one know of a better 
cure for impudence than early discipline 
of the will and the culture of the aflfections? 

Prayer is now gradually ceasing to be a 
matter of rote, so that with the boy's en- 
larging experience his prayers become more 
individual and spontaneous, including the 
noble petition, "God, make me a good man." 

The Bible, once a seven-times sealed 
book, now lies open before the boy's mind. 
He has mastered the names of the sixty- 
six books, has followed in outline the course 
of Jewish history, has memorized many 
choice passages, and, above all, has come 
in closer contact with the life of Christ in 
its outer and historic setting. 

Truth-telling, early drilled into him, is 
now displayed where the severest test of 
all is applied, — ^the playground. And 
though at times he may act like a veritable 
heathen, that's because he forgets, just like 
the rest of us. 

Now the problem, "Keep thyself pure," 
is rapidly coming to the front. Long ago 
the wise mother tried to prevent the noxious 
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weeds of vile stories and viler suggestions 
to take root in the boy's heart, and sought 
to plant the good seed of positive knowl- 
edge in regard to the proper and restricted 
use of the most important organ of the 
human body. Prevention here is infinitely 
better than cure. If this is the teasing age, 
the age of rough horse-play towards girl 
schoolmates, the lad makes up for his mean- 
ness to Rosie Belle by running his hardest, 
doing his cleverest tricks, and saying his 
brightest things when she is near to admire 
him. 

A word here as to a boy's associates : and 
what person living can solve the puzzle 
a boy's life presents in this particular? 
Chums he must and will have; playmates 
and playthings are as the breath of life to 
him ; he can not be shut in ; he must have 
play room for limbs and muscles; and yet 
he must somehow be kept from joining the 
cigarette gang, the comer loafers, and the 
Sabbath desecraters. To be in the world, 
a part of it, yet kept from the evil, that is 
the problem of problems, which an angel 
might think it an honor to solve. What 
can be done? Plainly the first thing in or- 
der IS for parents from time to time to make 



Digitized by 



Google 



The Boy Piizzle, 95 

a quiet inspection of the child world of their 
neighborhood, which is never exactly the 
same in any two streets or wards, and then 
by warning and management to seek to 
make the bad boy's influence over their son 
as negative as possible. 

One of the most exciting and dramatic 
chapters of Indian warfare is that which 
describes the life-and-death experience 
known as running the gauntlet. All the 
motley crew composing the squalid Indian 
camp, from the round-cheeked lad to the 
toothless bedlam, armed with sticks, clubs, 
and tomahawks, lined up to form a lane, 
down which the hapless captive ran at the 
top of his speed on his way to liberty. 
Each cruel "red-skin'* did his best to strike 
down the victim as he came in sight, and 
one instinctively holds his breath in reading 
such an account to see how he is coming 
out. 

Had we but eyes to see and ears to hear, 
we would soon discover that in many local- 
ities schoolchildren are compelled (perhaps 
quite unconscious to themselves) to run the 
gauntlet of what is worse than bodily in- 
jury, — ^the death of moral innocence and 
guilelessness. Here is a saloon bum, whose 
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vulgar profanity jars upon the sweet 
thoughts of the passing child as a heavy 
blow would shock his nerves. Next the 
defenseless heart is assailed by suggestive 
pictures in a show window, an unclean wit- 
ticism uttered by the foul lips of an older 
schoolmate, that leaves a stain like a splash 
of mud upon a clean dress. Before the 
school door is reached, harm enough has 
been done to make the angels weep. 

Now, is there no protection against this 
pestilence that walketh at noonday? — ^Yes, 
at least in a measure, and it is found in the 
mother's hand. When she puts on the 
boy's jacket in the morning, she can at the 
same time buckle on the armor of a noble 
self-respect about his heart, place the hel- 
met of good thoughts upon his head with 
his cap, thrust into his hands the shield of 
defense against evil companions, and press 
upon his lips the kiss of love, whose spell 
can not quickly be broken. Thus, the house 
of his life being preoccupied with the good, 
evil knocks in vain for admission. 

What possible defense against evil can 
be found in our day, when the colored car- 
toons of Sunday papers vie with vaudeville, 
show windows, moving-picture shows, and 
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rag-time coon songs in banishing reverence 
and cheapening all the dearest ties of life? 
What possible defense can be found, except 
the development of the inner life, the in- 
ner taste, the inner choice in behalf of the 
true, the beautiful, and the good? And 
what if on occasion the strong arm of pa- 
rental law must be invoked to enforce the 
behests of an awakening conscience? And 
what if the child is thus compelled to turn 
the gaze within at an unwonted early age? 
This is much better than to drift. "Now, 
no chastening for the present seemeth to 
be joyous, but grievous ; nevertheless after- 
ward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of 
righteousness unto them which are exer- 
cised thereby." Heb. 12:11. 

We are all very familiar with the won- 
derful history of the people of Israel, and 
can plainly trace each successive step they 
took under God's hand from helpless in- 
fancy to stalwart national manhood. 
"When Israel was a child, I loved him, and 
called My son out of Egypt." Hosea 11 :x. 
There was as much love and wisdom in the 
first stem law, "Thou shalt not," as in the 
gracious invitation, "If the Son therefore 
shall make you free, ye shall be free in- 



Digitized by 



Google 



98 The Boy Puzzle. 

deed," though a thousand years of develop- 
ment lay between the two utterances. 
There was always progress, adaptation, 
consistency, majesty on the part of Je- 
hovah in His relationship to the people. 
Here is a much-needed hint for parents who 
do not know what to do with a boy ten or 
twelve years of age, one moment treating 
him as if he were a dangerous wild animal, 
the next as if he were a mature man. God 
would teach father and mother how to be 
familiar, "chtunmy," without being shorn 
of their parental dignity. The sharp-eyed 
boy of twelve quickly detects any false note 
in the relation of others to himself, and, 
alas! as quickly takes advantage of weak- 
ness, to his own certain undoing. 

Thus always we come back to the central 
truth that character in parents, high, in- 
telligent, consistent character, is first, last, 
and all the time of supreme significance in 
child training. Yea, it is those parents who 
in their personal life have remained truest 
to their early ideals and possess the loftiest 
attainments that can come closest to their 
children in playfulness, teaching, and ex- 
ample. Witness Mr. Gladstone, who liked 
nothing better than to leave the aflfairs of 
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state and have a romp with children. Wit- 
ness Dr. Horace Bushnell, who, when a 
friend once called upon him, was found 
lying flat on his back on the floor, while a 
number of youngsters were holding him 
captive as their hobby-horse. Dwight L. 
Moody was as great a fun-maker when in 
company with the little ones as he was a 
master of assemblies; in understanding, a 
man, he was in simplicity and vivacity a 
child. 

Romanists are wont to say, "Give us the 
child until he is ten years old, and you may 
do what you can after that." Would that 
every mother were as wise. 

Keep the machinery of child training, — 
the plans, preventives, and precautions, — 
as much as possible out of sight. Parents 
and children must not eye one another. 
That is fatal. What fragrance is to the 
flower, that spontaneity is to doing what is 
right. 

The better your boy is, the more he stands 
in need of a stout will to defend himself 
against the lazy horde of street loafers, who 
have it in for him because he dares to be 
cast in a different mould from themselves. 
The fear of being ostracized, left severely 
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alone by the gay and dashing crowd, is as 
terrible as it is ill founded. What is really 
good society is eager to welcome those 
whom a wicked world rejects. 

Parents are not punished for the neglect 
of their children, but hy it. 

Boys, like plants, yield the best results 
when due attention is given to all the de- 
tails and demands of their natures. 

As we prepare in good weather whatever 
will be needed in a storm, so in youth must 
we lay up orderly habits and moderation 
as savings against the time of age. 

Teach your child to believe in the good- 
ness of his nature, in the nearness of God. 

Bliss was it in that dawn to be alive, 
But to be young was very heaven. 

See what you can get out of a boy, not 
what you can cram into him. 

Teach a boy to depend upon himself; 
let him glory in doing hard things. What 
ought I to do? not, What do I desire? 

Let a boy grip his will, whet it to keen- 
ness, and then let him brandish it, exclaim- 
ing, "The sword of the Lord and of 
Gideon I" The more fully it is his, the 
more fully it may be the Lord's. 

Every boy may be taught to love the 
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true, the beautiful, and the good, if you 
resort to Napoleon's tactics, and employ a 
flank movement. Take him unawares. 

As God takes men as they are to save 
them, not as they might be, so He would 
have us do the best we can. 

ONLY A BOY. 

Vm only a boy, with a heart light and free; 
Fm brimming with mischief and frolic and glee; 
I dance with delight, and I whistle and sing, 
And you think such a boy never cares for a thing. 

But boys have their troubles, though jolly they 

seem; 
Their thoughts can go further than most people 

deem; 
Their hearts are as open to sorrow and joy, 
And each has his feelings, though only a boy. 

Now, oft when Fve worked hard at piling the 

wood, 
Have done all my errands, and tried to be good, 
I think I then might have a rest or a play; 
But how shall I manage; can any one say? 

If I start for a stroll, it is, "Keep off the grass." 
If I go to the house, it is, "Mercy, what feet I" 
If I take a seat, 'tis, "Here, give me that chair." 
If I lounge by the window, 'tis, "Don't loiter 

there." 
If I ask a few questions, 'tis, "Don't bother me," 
Or dse, "Such a torment I never did see." 
7 
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I'm scolded and cuffed if I make the least noise. 
Till I think in this wide world there's no place 

for boys. 
Of course, a boy can't know as much as a man, 
But we try to do right, just as hard as we can. 
Have patience, dear people, though oft we annoy. 
For the best man on earth once was "only a boy." 
--Rev. A. A. PhamHeM, D. D. 
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MANHOOD'S MORNING. 

We have now reached the very summit 
of our study. Everything leads up to the 
period of puberty, as everything of impor- 
tance in after life takes its rise in these 
breezy uplands. Behind us lies the happy, 
sunlit land of childhood ; before us stretches 
the ever-widening vista of manhood. Other 
and loftier peaks lie before life's pilgrim 
in his upward-sloping path that leads to 
God, but the period of adolescence is per- 
haps the most important of all. 

As by a magic stroke the boy is changed 
into a man. The hearing becomes acuter, 
the vision sharper, the touch more delicate, 
the appetite keener, the blood bounds swifter 
in the enlarged arteries and veins, the pas- 
sions awake, the form straightens, the voice 
deepens, the vital energies are quickened, 
the sense of personal worth increases, all 
proclaiming that this is the trying age, 
"where brook and river meet." The world 
rushes in. The mental horizon widens. 
New ties are formed. Reason awakens. 
The feelings flame up like a consuming fire. 
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Daring plans are formed and romantic day- 
dreams indulged, too sweet to last. Irre- 
pressible gaiety is superseded by gliun aloof- 
ness and mystery of bearing, in sudden 
counter-currents. Innumerable strains of 
ancestral blood flowing in the boy's veins 
strive for the mastery. It is the period of 
awakening. Love blossoms and energies 
unfold. 

Now the good seed sown so patiently is 
growing apace like tropical flowers after 
rain. Now character is taking its final 
bent, and what seems a serious crisis may 
prove a glorious opportunity, sending the 
youth upward and onward to a noble man- 
hood. 

Observe the blessed outcome of exacting 
prompt obedience. When he sees the har- 
vest approaching, does the farmer then 
begrudge the patient labor bestowed in pul- 
verizing the soil? Was it not the only 
means of preventing it from becoming hard, 
sour, and unprofitable? And is it other- 
wise with the boy's inner nature? Instead 
of crippling his energies by early subduing 
his will, the latter is greatly strengthened 
and brought in line with God's will. Hav- 
ing said. Yes, to mother in babyhood, he 
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can all the easier say, Yes, to God and good- 
ness now. 

And what sort of boy will love home and 
mother as the dearest objects of earth, the 
one who hates restraint and moderation, or 
the one whose every impulse has been 
brought to ccMnpletest harmony with Chris- 
tian home life? Who is most likely to 
gather the freshest, sweetest flowers for 
mother languishing on a sick-bed, the son 
who has always been cajoled and indulged, 
or the one who on occasion was severely 
chastised ? If you want a boy whose heart 
is "good ground," combine discipline with 
love. 

In making a rich harvest of character 
possible, the soul-bedewing habit of prayer 
is as essential as the early and latter rain 
upon the parched field. With the deepening 
of the springs of life, the appearing of new 
temptations and puzzling problems, "talking 
to God" becomes a matter of increasing 
earnestness and urgency. 

The voice of conscience holds the same 
relation to the spiritual harvest that the 
separator does to a crop of cereals, — it dis- 
criminates between the chaflF of error and 
the golden wheat of truth. It is a happy 
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hour in the life of a young man when he is 
willing to follow his conscience, though it 
take him straight over Niagara. At the 
very time when physical passions awake 
with tumultuous clamor, the enlightened 
conscience flies to the rescue, as the engineer 
puts on the brakes on a down grade. 

The public confession of Christ is also 
characteristic of this age in well-brought-up 
youth. Spiritual truth is more highly 
prized than romantic story. As is well 
known, it is during the period of adolescence 
(girls 13 to 18 years, boys 15 to 25) that 
by far the greater number of accessions to 
the churches takes place. It is now that 
the youth puts on the toga of manhood. It 
is now that the mind struggles for clear- 
ness and consistency, and the good seed 
sown in early years begins to spring up. 
Strong books, helpful sermons, and grand 
characters are appreciated as never before. 
It is now that the fateful duel between the 
white angel and the black angel within is 
at its fiercest. Two worlds strive for the 
mastery of the soul; the conflict must be 
fought out single-handed and alone, and 
yet not alone, for what father and mother 
have done for the moral elevation of their 
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son in other days now turns the scale in 
favor of the white angel. 

If the aflfections mellow the soil of the 
heart, and prayer bedews it, purity of heart 
and great physical stamina constitute, so 
to speak, the rich black loam out of which 
grows the finest celestial fruit. Now we 
see why the good seed of the kingdom must 
be early sown; it is that the evil growths 
of vice and worldliness may be forestalled. 

Every mother is beautiful in her son's 
eyes. 

"A kiss from my mother made me a 
painter," said the great artist, Benjamin 
West. 

The excellence of religious instruction of 
children is known not by their knowledge, 
but by their conduct. 

Children need models more than they need 
critics. 

Let sunshine never fail from the home. 
Virtue springs at the touch of joy. 

Like an awakening giant the will must 
now ascend his throne of power and extend 
his scepter over the entire conscious life of 
the young man. First to be mastered are 
the emotions, v/hich now by their very in- 
tensity, abruptness, and convulsive violence 
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claim possession of the field. To these 
strong feelings of likes and dislikes, love 
and hate, imperious desires and whimsical 
impulses, the regal will imposes his decree : 
"Haiti thus far and no farther. I am 
master here. Back to your proper place, 
and give reason the ascendency." This is 
the period of soul-harassing, conflicting 
moods, when the newly-awakened passions 
of the body combine with a strangely active 
imagination to lead the lad a pretty chase. 
One moment his soul seems wafted into 
realms of ideal perfection; the next it is 
plunged into the abyss of despair. Only 
the exercise of a good, stout will can serve 
to drag the ego out of its own deep shadow 
and keep it in the sunlight of truth and 
joy. Let the young adolescent earnestly 
address himself to the task of acquiring a 
robust, manly stoicism, that shakes off ef- 
feminacy and laziness and keeps the atten- 
tion fixed upon things to be done and 
acquired. 

And with the process of putting on the 
toga of manhood, what comfort and 
strength can equal that afforded by the 
drawing together in closer companionship 
of father and son? Now the home atmos- 
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phere, its mental life and spiritual uplift, 
tell more directly upon the boy*s life, be- 
cause his own soul is more responsive than 
ever. The entire relationship of parent and 
child is on a much higher plane; authority 
gives place to reason, fondling to commen- 
dation and consultation. Better than the 
boisterous romps of earlier years is seeing 
eye to eye and feeling heart to heart. 
"Deep calleth unto deep." It is a happy 
day when mother can for the first time chat 
with her darling as an intellectual equal. 
It is a happy day when father can point 
out to his son the principles of success and 
conduct that have so long been operative 
in his own life. And as to personal purity, 
the main points involved in this polar star 
virtue should somehow get themselves com- 
municated by the gift of an appropriate 
book, or, better still, by a frank conversa- 
tion, so that barriers may be removed and 
henceforth the same spiritual sky bend over 
them, the same celestial light illumine and 
warm the heart of father and son. 

Above all, the presence of a strong will 
is now imperatively demanded to enable the 
young man to scale the high wall that looms 
between him and the professional and busi- 



Digitized by 



Google 



112 The Boy Puzzle, 

ness world, and thus conquer a place for 
himself. The first law of success is a 
boundless, stubborn, irrepressible self- 
confidence. The will to "get there and stay 
there" is half the battle. And of equal im- 
portance is the discovery of talent and apti- 
tude, so that a round peg may not, get into 
the square hole. We would hear less of 
dissipation, restlessness, and worry over the 
future if greater pains were taken at home 
to discover and encourage youthful talents. 
There is no joy like that which comes from 
the discovery of one's true and best self. 
In its deepest aspects a man's work in life 
concerns the measure of his manhood. 
"Power is fundamental to the moral life. 
The more power men command, the more 
may be asked of them. Service being the 
sacramental word of morality, it. is not im- 
material whether a man be trained to com- 
petency of rendering service. Harmonious 
development of self is a cardinal condition 
of moral power. Crippled bodies or stunted 
souls or unused faculties hamper and deaden 
the moral conscience. Give the boy a 
chance to try his abilities at the bench and 
the anvil. The more children are com- 
pletely trained, the greater the prospect of 
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rearing true men and women. Work is the 
secret of human dignity; creative work is 
the badge of divine nobility." 

And now a word as to conversion : Must 
we give up this great word, so prominent 
in the history of the church, or at best con- 
fine its use to characterize the sudden, vio- 
lent revulsion of feeling and choice, inevit- 
able in the case of the penitent reprobate? 
Let i^ be emphatically avowed that obedi- 
ence to the will of God and acceptance of 
Christ as Saviour are absolutely essential 
to the Christian life. Only this, since con- 
version means turning, it is plain that the 
man who has grown gray in sin must 
wrench himself from a state of rebellion 
with bitter tears and regret, while the in- 
nocent, trustful child needs only to reach 
out its little hands and speak the name of 
Jesus in sweet confidence and self-surrender 
to be accepted of Him. John B. Gough tells 
a story illustrating this point : "Who made 
you?" inquired a teacher of a big, lubberly 
boy of fourteen, who had lately joined the 
class. "I don't know." "Don't know? 
You ought to be ashamed of yourself ; why, 
there's little Dicky Tilton, he can tell, I 
dare say, and he's but three years old. 
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Come here, Dicky. Who made you?" 
"Dod," lisped the child. "There," said the 
teacher triumphantly ; "I knew he would re- 
member." "Well, he oughter," said the 
overgrown boy; "it ain't but a little while 
since he was made." 

But is not some degree of sinful experi- 
ence necessary to give point and pith to 
Christian faith? — Yes, if it be necessary to 
do evil that good may come; yes, if the 
Samuels, Daniels, and Timothies are ab- 
normal products of the church ; yes, if sin 
does more to sharpen spiritual perceptions 
than holiness. The broad road is not the 
way to heaven. Nay, if you want an ex- 
ample of perfect horror of tmtruthfulness 
and impurity, go not to the slums, but to 
the household where Christ has long been a 
welcome guest. Of such a home it must be 
said, "This is none other than the house of 
Grod, and this is the gate of heaven." 
Mother, home, and heaven are syncmymous 
to the child. The goal, therefore, of re- 
ligious training is not to put down rebellion, 
but to fill the whole of life with religious 
content. 

The hard player will make the great 
"hustier." 

Give me the fiery lad, who is not with- 
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out faults, passions, and struggles. One 
can do more with lively and turbulent chil- 
dren than those who are like sleeping 
waters. 

Respect the boy*s liberty. No human 
power can break through the impenetrable 
intrenchment of freedom in the soul. 

The growth of Christian virtue is not 
a vegetable process, no mere outward de- 
velopment. It involves a struggle with 
evil, a fall, and a rescue. 

When the Australian boy leaves child- 
hood behind to enter upon man's estate, his 
significant cry is, "My mother sees me no 
more." The bond of religious training is 
lacking. Christian parents should now re- 
double their watchfulness and increase their 
earnest efforts to warn and counsel their 
son. 

If we keep these early days pure and joy- 
ful, full of the blessedness of uninjured 
faith and unconscious love, we give to the 
man that to which he can always look back 
with hope and use for the kindling of effort 
and aspiration. 

Some fathers could learn a lesson from 
the Blackfeet Indians, who were wont to 
make long speeches to groups of boys play- 
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ing in the camps, telling them what they 
ought to do to be successful in life. Now 
draw the boy's heart to your own and give 
him the benefit of your larger experience. 

Teach a boy a trade. All kinds of man- 
ual training teach directness of purpose, con- 
centration of effort, observation, honesty, 
and moral precision. 

Implicit obedience to parents will step 
into similar obedience to the fair claims of 
society, and into devout submission to the 
will of God. 

One reason why so many young men are 
not in the church Sabbath morning at half 
past ten is because they were out in the 
streets at the same hour the night before. 

The tissues of the life to be 
We weave with colors all our own, 

And in the field of destiny 
We reap what we have sown. 

—Whittier, 

"When I was a child, I spake as a child, 
I understood as a child, I thought as a child ; 
but when I became a man, I put away child- 
ish things." I Cor. 13:11. 
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THE HOUR OF DECISION. 

Once to every man and nation, comes the moment 

to decide, 
In the strife of Truth and Falsehood, for the good 

or evil side. 
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THE VOTING AGE. 

After six more years of growth, thought, 
temptation, struggle, and achievement, we 
have reached the voting age. How has the 
young man fared? Have the powers of 
darkness proved too strong for him? 
Shall we find "nothing but leaves,'' or ripen- 
ing grain ? 

When does the young man cross the line 
of demarkation that places him on the side 
of the lost, beyond the reach of warning 
words and heavenly influences? — It is the 
moment he wilfully breaks down the bar- 
riers of innocence and moral restraint and 
plunges into sinful pleasure. 

When may a young man be safely classed 
among the positive forces for good in the 
world? — ^When he deliberately denies the 
flesh at the behest of conscience, and asks. 
What would Jesus do? Everything de- 
pends upon a right start. We reap what 
we have sown, and the harvest is certain. 
Faithful father and mother, give yourself 
no uneasiness as to your son's conduct when 
he is out of sight and hearing. If he slips 
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and falls, it will be towards the Cross, not 
away from it. If at times he seems to have 
a taste for what is low, the early-implanted 
hunger for the higher and nobler will re- 
assert itself and win the day. "He that 
hath begun a good work will also complete 
it." 

Behold the whitening harvest! There is 
no mistaking the filling grain and the 
golden sheen. Christian nurture was not 
in vain ; the boy is safe. Well may father 
and mother now be proud of their son. 
They are repaid a thousand-fold for the 
watchful care and patient training be- 
stowed. And the end is not yet. "He that 
goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious 
seed, shall doubtless come again with re- 
joicing, bringing his sheaves with him.'' 

That most subtle of all latter-day tempt- 
ers, the money devil, pleads in vain for an- 
other worshiper of gold, for, as we see by 
a glance at the chart, the young man is a 
devout worshiper of God. And he has 
formed that rarest of all good habits, the 
church-going habit. How could it be other- 
wise with so early a start in the upward 
way, his appreciation of the Bible, and his 
enlightened conscience? 
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The early drill in truth-telling now bears 
fruit in that severest of all tests open to a 
business man, dealing fairly with a cus- 
tomer. In answer to the point-blank ques- 
tion, "Is this material all wool?" our hero 
has the courage to tell the exact facts ; if the 
goods are half cotton, he says so. "He 
sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not." 

From fifteen to twenty-one is the know- 
it-all age — on the part of those who do not 
know anything. In sharp contrast to the 
conceit of ignorance, we note with satis- 
faction that our model young man has not 
forgotten to show deference to learning and 
to rise up before the hoary head. Living 
the strenuous life himself, he appreciates 
solid worth in others. The true gentleman 
is one who, while unmindful of self, is con- 
siderate of others. Reveraice is not a trick 
of the brain, but the declaration of a dis- 
ciplined soul. It grows with his growth 
and strengthens with his strength. 

How has the young man fared during 
this most critical age in his attempt to live 
a life of purity? During this unseen con- 
flict, in which the soul stands in sleepless 
vigilance against the onslaughts of fleshly 
lusts, the victory is not always on the side 
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of the spirit. A deceptive fancy and a 
tainted imagination are slow to yield to the 
better way ; but as light always wins when 
pitted against darkness, we need have no 
fears as to the final outcome. And then 
as the angels came to minister unto our 
divine Lord after His temptation in the 
wilderness, so now sweet human angels de- 
light to minister to one who has earned the 
right to a place in the fairest inner circle of 
Christian society. 

The ultimate end of education is char- 
acter. 

The first vote cast is the first step taken 
into the larger life of the world. 

"It is good that he bear the yoke in his 
youth." 

Make your child good by making him 
strong. The strongest man is he who dur- 
ing middle life builds upon the foundations 
deeply laid in youth. 

The keenest intellect in the service of self 
is less potent than the humblest heart in 
the service of God. 

No heroes in this age? Every young 
man who dares to beard the devil in his den, 
live a white life, be truthful and loyal, is a 
greater hero than any armored knight that 
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ever poised a lance in the brave days of old. 

Said a celebrated man, "I maintain that 
a young man who has retained his innocence 
up to twenty years of age is at that age the 
most generous, the best, the most amiable 
of men/' 

"I have written unto you, young men, be- 
cause ye are strong, and the word of God 
abideth in you, and ye have overcome the 
wicked one." i John 2:14. 

"The influence of a religious home hi 
childhood will almost surely assert itself 
in some way in after years. No matter how 
wayward some of the children may be, they 
never can forget the old home wherein were 
a praying father and mother. The morn- 
ing prayer and evening hymn are sufe to 
linger in the halls of memory, and are sure 
to bring forth good results in life." 

Oh, the wonderful power of habit! 
Twenty-one years of life, its thoughts, ac- 
tions, environments, all, tending in one di- 
rection, as brooks make rivers and rivers 
run to seas! All the impressions and as- 
sociations, the'purposes and memories, bear- 
ing one and the same stamp! No contra- 
diction anywhere, no rival world views, the 
day-dreams of the past and the outlook of 
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the present in perfect harmony, — that is 
what home culture at its best can accom- 
phsh. Mother, father, you have given per- 
manent setting to this precious young life. 
The great trunk lines of thought and habit- 
ual activity have become lodged in the nerv- 
ous system, there to remain in ceaseless 
operation so long as life shall last. Habits 
now formed may be modified, but never de- 
stroyed. The young man now has well- 
defined preferences for a certain class of 
books, pictures, companions, and purposes. 
To be sure, he is a free man, but to you 
he owes his ideas of what is worth living 
for. He unconsciously weighs men and 
measures in the scales you thrust into his 
hands. Herein is the Scripture fulfilled, 
"One man soweth, and another reapeth." 
As the years go by, there is less and less 
of contradiction between head and heart, 
conscience and desire, duty and happiness. 
His notions of what constitutes a "good 
time,'' his use of the mother tongue, yea, 
the very proverbs and phrases dear to him, 
were first "household words"' in the dear 
old home, where he caught them up. And 
as much must be said of his religious tastes, 
and especially his views of the atonement. 
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The cross must early be planted in a child's 
soul if it is to prove in after days the tree 
of life. 

It is often said there is no telling how a 
young man will turn out ; but in the name 
of clear, common sense, if his life has so 
far been a unit, there are no secret doubts 
or sins, how, then, can he turn out any- 
thing but a good man ? Jcmah's gourd may 
have sprung up in a night, but character 
is a century plant. And add to this the 
blessed habit of introspection, comparison, 
and of tracing cause and effect in one's life, 
thus verifying for himself the import of 
parental teachings; it can hardly fail that 
he will walk with a firmer tread in the way 
that he should go. We need not wait until 
old age in order to prove the value of 
parental teachings. It is said that, when 
Henry Ward Beecher arose to speak, he was 
conscious of having back of him generations 
of noble living that lent force and momen- 
tum to his words. Every child should feel 
the push of a virtuous ancestry behind him, 
giving self-poise and confidence to his own 
life. It is right that man should know how 
deeply in the mighty past all that is good 
in him is rooted ; it encourages him to make 
the most of himself. 
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We are told by mariners who sail on the 
Indian Seas that many times they can tell 
their approach to certain islands long before 
they can see them, by the sweet fragrance 
of the sandal-wood that is wafted far out 
upon the deep Do you not see how it 
would serve to have such a soul playing 
through such a body that, as you go here 
and there, a subtle, silent force goes out 
from you that all feel and are influenced by ; 
so that you carry with you an inspiration 
and continually shed a benediction wher- 
ever you go; so that your friends and all 
people will say. His coming brings peace 
and joy into our homes; welcome his com- 
ing; so that, as you pass along the street, 
tired, and weary, and even sin-sick, men 
and women will feel a certain divine touch 
that will awaken new desires and a new life 
in them; that will make the very horse as 
you pass him turn his head with a strange, 
half-human, longing look? Such are the 
subtle powers of the human soul when it 
makes itself medium to the Divine. 
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A PILLAR OF SOCIETY. 

Can anything be more beautiful than the 
strange mingling of youthfulness and dig- 
nity, boyish freshness and moral serious- 
ness, warm-heaited good nature and lofty 
self-confidence, which well-brought-up 
young men are wont to manifest? If the 
sense of strength is somewhat overconfident 
and self-assertion a little too obtrusive, we 
know these things will find their corrective 
in due time. The growth of springtime can 
not be too luxuriant to withstand the 
drought of summer. 

Meanwhile we have the pleasing portrait 
before us of young manhood at its best ; ic 
is an achievement, a structure, into which 
a quarter of a century of creative activities 
have gone. Looking at the component 
parts of the picture, we note : — 

The man's will is as firm as a pyramid to 
enforce the dictates of an enlightened con- 
science and to conduct worthy purposes to 
worthy ends. The outflowing aflFections of 
a pure heart, like Ezekiel's vision of the 
life-giving river, have broadened and deep- 
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ened with the years, embracing other races 
than his own in the bonds of brotherhood 
and appreciating lower forms of life. The 
daily prayer has overleaped all narrow 
bounds, so that now he can say, "Christ for 
the world, and the world for Christ." 

It was a great day in the life of the lad 
when the divine meaning of the Christ to his 
own life flashed upon him ; it was a greater 
day when the Master stood forth the cen- 
tral figure of revelation and the desire of 
all nations ; but it was the grandest moment 
of his life when for the first time the young 
man stood up, Bible in hand, as a lay 
teacher, to expound to others the Word 
which during twenty years he himself had 
been studying. 

Virtuous habits have now become second 
nature. He would not change his course if 
he could. Great trunk lines of mental ac- 
tivity have been established along the brain 
cells and the nervous system, over which 
noble thoughts and kingly purposes have 
coursed to and fro with ever-increasing 
ease and power. He is a walking bundle 
of habits. 

Conscience has become like the eye of 
Gk)d, clear, pure, and searching. Once the 
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framework of Christian society was needed 
to buoy up his opening life; now he stands 
squarely upon his feet, himself a tower of 
strength to others. 

Best of all, the music of wedding bells 
now announces the glad day when the great- 
est of earthly blessings is bestowed, — a good 
wife. True, people are married every day, 
but it is the quality of wedded bliss we wish 
here to emphasize. This must be earned by 
a "pure life for two." No jug-handled 
affair this ; no one-sided love — the woman's 
— no wasting of vitality and affection in 
riotous living ; but life for life, and love for 
love. Virtue is thus seen to be its own ex- 
ceeding great reward. 

The sweet harmony of wedding bells 
should never be marred by a discordant 
note ; but we can not forbear at this point to 
indicate a subtle temptation that arises from 
the very intensity of attachment. To ex- 
plain: We are all aware that the average 
American maiden, as she stands adorned 
with the orange blossoms and the bridal 
veil, is the paragon of womankind. Cour- 
ageous as modest, wide awake as cautious, 
s)rmpathetic as shrewd, and pure as a lily, 
she is at the same time intensely human. 
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We have sought in these pages to picture 
one who is worthy to stand by her siide. 
Now, since we are all prone to exploit our 
privileges while forgetting our duties, the 
temptation is this: "Let us shut out the 
world and live for ourselves. Our home 
shall be tvtryihmg to us. We are every- 
thing to each other. We will live entirely 
for our home, and bend every energy to 
build it up financially and socially." What 
we have in mind is expressed in the lines, — 

"God, bless me and my wife, 
My son John and his wife, 
Us four, and no more." 

And in what Jesus said of an invited guest, 
"I have married a wife, and therefore I 
can not come." 

Now, for one thing, sheer gratitude 
should lead the happy couple from the out- 
set to make their home a house of prayer, 
for, among countless other blessings, it is 
He that has implanted the relish for do- 
mesticity and caused happiness to wait on 
purity of heart. As to church work, the 
people accept the new household as an 
added pillar in the temple of God, bringing 
permanency, d:gnity, strength. A spirited 
Kentucky woman of our acquaintance knew 
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the importance of starting aright. As she 
and her husband sat down to dinner, she 
flashed her brilliant eyes across the table 
and said, "Now, John, this is our first meal 
alone, but we can not go on with it until 
you have asked a blessing/' It is needless 
to add that grace was said. On the follow- 
ing Sunday both were found in the place 
in the Sunday-school. "He that soweth 
bountifully, shall also reap bountifully." 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE NOBLEST WORK OF GOD. 

"Mark the perfect man, and behold the 
upright." Ps. 37:37. 

"A good man out of the good treasure 
of his heart bringeth forth that which is 
good ; for out of the abundance of the heart 
the mouth speaketh." Matt. 12:35. 

"He shall be like a tree planted by the 
rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit 
in his season ; his leaf also shall not wither, 
and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper." 
Ps. 1:3. 

For the accompanying picture of a man 
at forty substitute the best man known to 
you, in or out of the family, and ask 
yourself: "Is it by accident that this man 
occupies so fair a position, is loved and 
trusted by every one, a blessing to all with 
whom he comes in contact? Though his 
beneficent, honorable life appears so natural 
to him as to be taken as a matter of course, 
are there not adequate and far-reaching 
causes that have made him what he is?'' 
We point to the study we have made for an 
answer. We now see that luck or mystery 

(135) 



Digitized by 



Google 



136 The Boy Puezle, 

has nothing whatever to do with character 
building ; it is all as plain as day. Spiritual 
laws do exist; we are all subject to them, 
and are what we are to-day because of them. 
"Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs 
of thistles? Even so every good tree bring- 
eth forth good fruit." We get out of life 
what we put into it, and reap what we sow. 

Taking a final glance at the career we 
have followed in its upward course, we note 
that now, when middle life has been reached, 
the body has been brought into complete 
subjection to the soul and is its willing 
servant. The passions and appetites have 
long ago been cowed and beaten back and 
compelled to be the slave of the higher life, 
and not its master. The understanding, 
the will, and the conscience are all at their 
best and working together in perfect har- 
mony. The mental life is clear and master- 
ful. The affections and sympathies are 
daily fed by a pure home life, and the many 
practical interests at stake lend earnestness 
to prayer and serve to give a new meaning 
to Bible study. A man so brought up is 
too manly and wise to be ashamed of his 
faith in God. 

Farewell to youth; welcome sober man- 
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hood! Farewell to the flowery vale of 
romance ; welcome the rugged table-land of 
middle life ! Though a thousand fall at his 
side, weary in the march to heaven, and ten 
thousand at his right hand, the plague of 
spiritual death shall not come nigh him. 
For God hath given His angels charge over 
him, to keep him in all His ways. The 
sweet memories of a believing youth now 
cast their radiant light over the most pro- 
saic duties to cheer his heart and nerve his 
arm. The "isms" and fads of the day no 
more affect his allegiance to the divine 
truth which he was taught and has experi- 
enced than a hawk is influenced by the twit- 
terings of a sparrow. It is the person with 
no firm faith deeply rooted in the past that 
is swayed by every wind of doctrine. The 
modem false gods, — Spiritualism, Chris- 
tian Science, Theosophy, — would be more 
promptly disposed of if we had more "fam- 
ily" Christianity that took hold of the deep- 
est springs of life. 

Father, mother, is not this result worth 
living for? Is not one such life worth all 
it costs ? Instead of a handful of shriveled 
memories of worldly gaieties and selfish am- 
bitions to take with you down into old age, 
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what an unspeakable privilege to train up 
a son who, under God, shall be the light of 
the world and the salt of the earth ! This is 
a work which angels might covet, but He 
has committed it to you. Consecrate your 
life to this high task of training, and your 
children and children's children will rise 
up and call you blessed. 

The world needs home-bred men even 
more than it needs home cookery. 

The noble army of prophets, seers, and 
revelators from Joseph to Daniel, from Paul 
to Gladstcme and Lincoln, were not re- 
formed rakes, but models of right living 
from their youth up. They came from 
homes that serve to make the world more 
homelike. 

Blessed is the man who, amidst the cares 
and temptations of life, can still feel the 
touch of a mother's hand resting in benedic- 
tion upon his head, and feel her heart beat- 
ing against his own. 

"His life was gentle, and the elements 
So mixed in him that nature might stand up 
And say to all the world, *This was a man.' " 

The man should still retain something of 
the boy, as the growing boy should have 
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something of lasting value to cultivate, thus 
uniting childhood, youth, and manhood by 
the golden cords of abiding interests. 

Nature never stands still, nor souls 
either ; they go up or they go down. 

"Rugged strength and radiant beauty,— 

These were one in nature's plan; 
Humble toil and heavenward duty, — 
These will form the perfect man." 

Will this young man become a worshiper 
of gold? — ^Yes, if an eagle can suddenly 
become a scratching barn-yard fowl. Yes, 
if a quarter of a century drill in righteous- 
ness counts for nothing. The use of gold 
is for the wise; the worship of gold is for 
fools. Every time a mother instils the love 
of flowers, birds, music, and good books 
into the heart of her child, the money god 
is deprived of a worshiper. "You can not 
serve God and mammon." 

There is a best way to live, and it is best 
to live the best way. 

The art of right living is the finest of all 
arts. 

Next to training a son for God is to train 
him to make a good husband. 

If we had more young men of good hab- 
its and refined tastes, we would see fewer 
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maidens wasting their sweetness on the 
desert air. 

It is not by accident that a young man 
turns out right. But some one has blun- 
dered if he falls out of the ranks. 

"Thou, therefore, my son, be strong in 
the grace that is in Christ Jesus." "Thou 
therefore endure hardness, as a good sol- 
dier of Jesus Christ." "Flee also youthful 
lusts ; but follow righteousness, faith, char- 
ity, peace, with them that call upon the 
Lord out of a pure heart." "But continue 
thou in the things which thou hast learned 
and hast been assured of, knowing of whom 
thou hast learned them; and that from a 
child thou hast known the Holy Scriptures, 
which are able to make thee wise unto sal- 
vation through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus," — Paul 

THE GOOD, GREAT MAN. 
How seldom, friend, a good, great man inherits 
Honor and wealth, with all his worth and pains! 
It seems a story from the world of spirits 
When any man obtains that which he merits. 
Or any merits that which he obtains. 

For shame, my friend, renounce this idle strain; 
What would'st thou have a good, fipreat man 

obtain ? 
Wealth, title, dignities, a golden chain. 
Or heaps of corpses which his sword has slain? 
Goodness and greatness are not means, but ends. 
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Hath he not always treasures, always friends. 
The great, good man? Three treasures, love, and 

light. 
And calm thoughts, as equable as mf ants' breath. 
And three fast friends, more sure than day or 

night,— 
Himself, his Maker, and the angel Death. 
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PARADISE LOST. 

Taking now a bird's-eye view of the en- 
tire situation, this vital problem of saving 
the children foi* the Christian life may be 
summed up by asking first of all, How is 
the domestic paradise lost? 

It is lost when parents and children are 
alike unmindful of their higher interests, 
without worthy plans and ideals, never 
asking the question. For what purpose are 
we here? Whither are we going? What 
is God's will? This happy-go-lucky mode 
of living may not preclude love of dress and 
worldly display, school and social ambitions, 
but it does fall short of soul culture and 
true piety ; it is to live in the senses and for 
the day. Such a mother may be likened 
to the ostrich, "which layeth her eggs in 
the earth, and warmeth them in the dust, 
and forgetteth that the feet may crush 
them. She is hardened against her young 
ones as though they were not hers." 

To this class belong parents whose mar- 
riage was dictated by impulse and not by 
reason, to whom the birth of a child is an 
accident. Their home life is like a sum- 
mer bird's-nest, frail, insecure, temporary. 
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They have no conception of the truth that 
rearing a family of children requires prep- 
aration, forethought, carefulness, as much 
so as to conduct a business or learn a trade 
or acquire a profession. Such a mother, 
when company has been invited, is apt to 
send her little one to the neighbor's, to get 
it out of the way, or, when the evening is 
to be spent in the ball-room or the theater, 
locks out the child, compelling him to shift 
for himself as best he may, until the return 
of the heartless and senseless parents. And 
no better than the ostrich is the mother who 
is seldom found at hcwne when the children 
come from school at noon for lunch, com- 
pelling them, after they have vainly knocked 
for admission, to return to their books hun- 
gry, chilled, and weak. 

Like the bird of the desert is the father 
who is absent from home so much that he 
needs to be introduced once every three 
months to his children ; and no better is the 
mother who attempts to bring up her chil- 
dren on canned goods and pastry, while she 
spends her time gossiping over the back 
fence with her neighbors. The story is re- 
lated of a well-to-do business man who said 
to his better half one morning, "Wife, I 
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think you had better take a little outing 
to-day ; go on the excursion boat down the 
river, and I will remain at home to take 
care of the children." To this proposition 
she readily consented, and, upon her return 
at the close of the day, refreshed and 
cheered, asked of her husband how he had 
fared as housekeeper. "Oh, very nicely!" 
was the reply. "We played elephant and 
bugaboo, and, when the children were tired 
after supper, I put them all to bed. In the 
back room upstairs I placed the little boy; 
the two girls I made comfortable in the 
spare parlor, while the older boy I put to 
bed in the front room upstairs." ''What! 
you put four children to bed?" was the 
amazed exclamation; "why, husband, we 
have only three children! " 

The domestic paradise is lost when par- 
ents are so blinded by the artificial life of 
this mammon-worshiping, fashion-enslaved, 
amusement-loving generation that they have 
neither time nor inclination to inquire into 
the meaning of Christian nurture, much less 
feel inclined to put it into practise. They 
shout lustily: "Great is the Diana of the 
Ephesians ! Great is the god of this world ! 
Sweet is the life that now is ; let us enjoy 
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it while we may/' while all the while they 
are blind and deaf to the spiritual world. 
When was selfish commercialism so imperi- 
ous as to-day? When were worldly pleas- 
ures and prizes so positively intoxicating 
as to-day? And the children, what of 
them? Fed they are, and clothed as no 
princeling in Europe; and as to schools, 
books, playthings, and amusements, these 
things are thrust upon them until the nerves 
refuse the least thrill of response, while the 
needs of their starved souls are neglected 
and misunderstood. "Take heed that ye 
despise not one of these little ones; for I 
say unto you. That in heaven their angels 
do always behold the face of My Father 
which is in heaven." Matt. 18:10. 

The domestic paradise is lost when all 
control over the child's temper is lost. 
Whether it be in the cottage or palace, city 
flat or country homestead, the moment the 
growing boy snatches the scepter of author- 
ity from the nerveless hand of the parent, 
that moment the light of true dignity and 
order is quenched. Such a household is 
like a ship without a compass and rudder, 
an army without a head, a kingdom without 
a ruler, a broken cistern, a winter brook. 
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Such parents are like the man without a 
country; such a child is like Jotham's 
bramble bush, wishing to be king over the 
trees. Small wonder if "fire come out of 
the bramble, and devour the cedars of Leba- 
non." 

Paradise is lost when Christ and the 
gospel of redemption are excluded from 
the home. Sooner or later there comes a 
time when the most fortunate combination 
of material things fails, leaving the family 
face to face with troubles beyond the cure 
of all save God. Take so fundamental a 
matter as personal purity and total absti- 
nence in the home. How long will the fam- 
ily that has no sort of hold upon God, to 
whom the ten commandments are among 
the forgotten things of childhood, hold out 
against the seductive allurements of sin? 
Anarchy and ruin must follow. Pages 
might be filled with incidents from neigh- 
borhood histories, showing that neither 
wealth, beauty, nor cleverness is a protec- 
tion against the awful pressure of the 
powers of destruction. "Except the Lord 
build the house, they labor in vain that build 
it." Ps. 27 :i. One can as little serve both 
the family and the world as God and mam- 
mon. 
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PARADISE REGAINED. 

How may the domestic paradise be re- 
gained? 

Believe with all your heart that the Chris- 
tian ideal of family life and child training 
is within reach, yea, that it is your duty to 
make it your own. Even in this worka- 
day world, where nerves wear out, tempers 
fail, and tears often mingle with one's daily 
bread, even here and now it is possible to 
raise the standard of home life far above 
what it is at present. What appears to us 
in our unbelieving moods as an unattainable 
first premium excellence may in some hap- 
pier age seem a commonplace achievement 
in child culture. Why should it not be said 
of every boy, "The child grew, waxed 
strong in spirit, filled with wisdom; and 
the grace of God was upon him"? We 
Americans boast of our nimble athletes, our 
skilful workmen, our tall soldiers; why 
should we not also produce the tallest men 
in the world morally and spiritually f 

The domestic paradise may be regained 
by giving a distinctively Christian tone to 
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the household. The humblest home re- 
ceives elements of refinement and moral 
worth when Christ is a welcome guest, 
while His presence gives the final touch of 
distinction and culture to the most palatial 
household. Those parents who dwell on 
the high places of spiritual insight, who 
have seen the King in His beauty, and have 
tasted of the good Word of God and the 
powers of the world to come, such parents 
not only appreciate ideals of moral charac- 
ter, but believe in their feasibility. Those 
parents who, like the Puritans of old, live 
for eternity, can not fail to interpret life 
in terms of inner soul worth. Those par- 
ents who, when Jesus asks, "Lovest thou 
Me?" gladly respond, "Yes, Lord, Thou 
knowest that I love Thee/' to them He savs, 
"Feed My lambs." 

Of this glorious company was Hannah, 
the mother of the prophet Samuel; Lois, 
the grandmother, and Eunice, the mother 
of Timothy; and Mary, the mother of our 
Lord. Thus are God-fearing parents who 
do their duty surrounded by a great cloud 
of witnesses, the wisest and best of earth, 
who earnestly sought to train up their chil- 
dren in the nurture and admonition of the 

10 
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Lord, and always with thanksgiving and 
great personal benefit to their own souls. 
The Christian mother, whether standing at 
the wash-tub or stretched on a bed of sick- 
ness, rules her household as from a throne 
of power; for, having first mastered her- 
self, she is in a position to gain the mastery 
of the wilful impulses of her child. Spend- 
ing hours alone with her darling, she not 
only derives discipline of character herself 
from such association, but holds the im- 
mediate destiny of the child as in the hollow 
of her hand. 

If parents are found in the school of 
Christ, the children graduate with high 
honors. Christian nurture nurtures Chris- 
tians. It unites, it nourishes hope, it 
breathes love, it forms a new life, a holy 
preference in the soul, before its opening 
and full flower of intellect arrives. The 
children grow up into the knowledge of 
God. The son may fret and firnie on oc- 
casion, because compelled to bow to a higher 
will, but, when he sees his father in turn 
bend his knee to God, he is content. The 
boy's consternation, when he finds that the 
Bible goes straight against all his natural 
inclinations, changes into profound grati- 
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tude when later he discovers that, after all, 
what the good Book says is true, though 
all the world be wrong. 

The domestic paradise is regained when 
each child is so carefully studied and thor- 
oughly understood by the parents that its 
best physical, mental, and spiritual interests 
are hourly fostered and conserved. Here 
is where modern enlightenment may avoid 
the mistakes of our ancestors who were 
strong in the realm of piety, but faulty on 
the side of its physical and mental basis. 
If every mother could form a mental picture 
of the physical life processes of her growing 
boy, and clearly understand his disposition, 
what a blessing her knowledge would prove ! 
Again and again she could find opportu- 
nities, unseen before, to aid in the child's 
development. 

Finally, paradise regained requires the 
unreserved consecration of both father and 
mother to the training, the happiness, the 
future of their children. Nothing should 
be allowed to come between them and this 
blessed task, which indeed angels might 
well covet. Behold, Christ stands at the 
door of your dwelling, at the door of your 
heart, and knocks; open wide the portals, 
and let the Saviour in. 
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Dear parents, seize your opportunity. 
The future of the home, the church, the 
state, yea, of the world, is in your hands. 
If ye fail, our race itself will fail. If ye 
succeed, the millennium is at hand. Wor- 
ship of the world means paradise lost; the 
service of Christ means paradise regained. 

Let us hear the conclusion of the whole 
matter: As our Lord, praying for His fol- 
lowers, said, "For their sakes I sanctify 
Myself, that they also may be sanctified 
through Thy truth," so, in view of the im- 
mortal destiny awaiting every child, it be- 
hooves each parent reverently to say. For 
their sakes we sanctify ourselves; for their 
sakes we live the strenuous life; for their 
sakes we turn from the frivolities of the 
world, to grasp the glorious destiny of the 
children of God ; so that, when we come to 
be presented faultless before the presence 
of His glory with exceeding joy, we may 
each exclaim with triumphant exultation, 
"Behold, I and the children which God 
hath given me." 
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A YOUNG MOTHER'S PRAYER. 

O most merciful Father, Thou from 
whom Cometh every good and perfect gift, 
accept the gratitude of a thankful heart for 
the sweet babe that has come to bless our 
home. Thine he was, and Thou gavest him 
me; and now I give back my child to be 
the Lord's forever, body, soul, and spirit. 
Receive him, gracious Father, as Thou hast 
said by Thy servant. The promise is unto 
you and your children. Oh, keep his feet 
from paths of sin, his hands from the serv- 
ice of self, and his heart from pride and 
unbelief! Let no stain fall on his young 
life, but may he manfully fight under the 
banner of the cross against sin, the world, 
and the flesh, even unto life's end. To this 
end help us who are his parents to set him 
a right example in word, thought, and deed. 
And more especially help me, Thy servant, 
to renounce all selfish ease and worldly 
ambitions, that I may the better guide my 
child in paths of holiness. Not my will, 
but Thine be done. May Thy Holy Spirit 
dwell in my heart, enlighten my mind, in- 
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diet my prayers, open to me the Word of 
God, help me to walk in the footsteps of 
the Saviour, as I wish my child to do. 
Grant, gracious Father, that, as Hannah 
was blessed in her son Samuel, so we may 
see our son grow up to be a noble Christian 
man; and may we at the last day appear 
before Thy throne of glory an unbroken 
band, to receive the crown of everlasting 
life, through Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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Rev, James R. Kaye, Ph. D. 
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THE CROWN OF CHILD CULTURE. 

By the Rev. James R. Kaye, author of 
"Christian Science Examined." 

The boy is father of the man. What the 
boy is, the man is likely to be also. A 
healthy boy, with proper attention given to 
the laws of health, is more than likely to 
become a strong, healthy man. On the 
other hand, if no care is taken of the boy's 
physical habits, and he becomes puny, weak, 
and sickly, there is no reason for believing 
he will reach a vigorous maturity. Bad 
habits physically grow just the same as 
good habits. After awhile they get stronger 
than the boy, yea, stronger than the man, 
and the rest of life is spent in weakness and 
pain, while death comes sooner than it 
should. The whole trouble is the boy was 
not properly cared for; his habits were al- 
lowed to be wrongly formed. Thus it is 
that the boy is father of the man. A wise 
parent, knowing this, begins with the child's 
early life, looks after his eating and sleep- 
ing, gives him enough work, and allows 
him sufficient play, and advises him to shun 
all injurious habits. 
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The same is true of the boy's mental life. 
A boy brought up in ignorance will hardly 
become a brilliant man. If during child- 
hood he is kept away from school and study, 
he will, when he enters manhood, have 
neither the ability nor the desire to gain 
an education. It is an easy thing to turn 
a stream into this or that channel, but when 
that stream has become the Nile, the Ama- 
zon, or the Mississippi, no power on earth 
can change it. So it is an easy thing to 
influence and educate the mind in its early 
changes, but, once having cut its own deep 
channel, it is practically impossible to alter 
it. Education must therefore begin with 
the boy instead of the man. 

The same is true of a boy's moral life. 
If he is educated to steal, we fully expect 
him to spend his days in prison, or possibly 
end them on the gallows. The parent who 
makes it easy for the boy to be honest makes 
it hard for the man to be a criminal. The 
mother who keeps her boy in a sweet, pure, 
moral atmosphere, so that he comes to en- 
joy it, not only saves the man from vice 
and sin, but renders these things absolutely 
distasteful to him. But who expects a boy 
trained in low and coarse vice to become a 
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man of delicate, refined, moral sense? The 
reason why a tree in the forest is growing 
towards the earth instead of towards the 
sky, in all its splendid majesty, is because 
it began its life that way. How many 
nobly-endowed natures would have been 
examples of moral beauty and uprightness 
that are now obstructing the way of others, 
were it not that their lives were started the 
wrong way I 

What holds good of the boy's body, mind, 
and conscience applies with equal force to 
his soul. The likelihood of a man being an 
earnest Christian is the same as the likeli- 
hood of his being a healthy, intelligent, 
moral man. The stream is what the foun- 
tain makes it. It is the boy that determines 
the man, not the man the boy. And this 
is just as true of his religious nature as 
of his physique, and, since it relates to the 
highest things of life, even his eternal well- 
being, it should hold the supreme place in 
his home training. 

Here is a father who rigidly requires his 
son to attend school, rain or shine. You 
ask him. Why? He answers, "The boy 
will be a man one of these days, required 
to care for himself, do business, and act 
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intelligently, and the training of the schools 
is to fit him for all this/' 

Again, you ask him why he is so par- 
ticular about the child's company, his street 
habits, and his reading. He replies: "Bad 
men usually grow from bad boys, and bad 
boys from bad companionship, bad street 
life, and bad literature. As his father, I am 
responsible for him since he can not choose 
for himself, but must be taught and properly 
trained." 

But you observe that this boy is under 
no religious influence, never attends church, 
has little religious knowledge and less in- 
terest, and is growing away from all 
spiritual truth, and you ask the father what 
he is doing for the boy in these infinitely- 
important matters, and, if he replies at all, 
he says, "I leave that to the boy himself; 
when he comes to years of discretion, he 
may choose for himself;" as if religion 
were a thing for a man and not for a child ; 
as if the higher nature were constituted 
altogether different than the lower ; as if the 
child had no need of religious character. 
Certainly the Bible should settle this whole 
question, at least with every Christian. It 
says distinctly, "Train up a child in the way 
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he should go, and when he is old he will 
not depart from it." The home holds itself 
responsible for the moral and social training 
of the child. Is the boy disposed to be dis- 
honest and imtnithful, the parent straight- 
way seeks to regulate this diflSculty, and 
not until he has used every means to assist 
his instruction does he feel that he has done 
all that conscience requires him to do for 
his child. But, strange to say, the religious 
responsibilities of the home are often sadly 
neglected. 

How often we see a young man disap- 
pointed in life I He has awakened to the 
splendid possibilities of the world, but he 
can not use them, and his awakening is his 
disappointment. The home that reared 
him failed to arouse in his mind a vision 
of the best kind of life, and kept from him 
the training and education that would have 
given existence a true meaning. Childhood 
is past, opportunity gone, and the sting of 
disappointment robs him of joy and peace. 

Here is another man torn with the pangs 
of remorse. He has reached the sear and 
yellow leaf. He has lived for the things 
that perish with the using. He has had no 
true conception of life and has done no real 
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service. The thought that he must render 
an account of himself pierces his soul. He 
would like to be a Christian, but scarcely 
knows what it means. Then it seems so 
small and mean to give to God the mere 
dregs of his life. He knows nothing of 
the Bible, despises the past, and dreads the 
future, finally leaving the world with the 
bitter wail of a lost soul. That man's early 
home failed to train him in the way he 
should go ; it cast him out on the sea of life 
without chart or compass, to be wrecked 
on the rocks of an awful despair. May God 
save the inmates of our homes from such 
a fate as that. 

The injunction is, "Train up a child in the 
way he should go," and the promise is 
added, "And when he is old he will not 
depart from it." It is for the home to fol- 
low the injunction; it is for God to keep 
His promise. Too many homes do as they 
please about it, and then wonder why their 
boys and girls are lost to the church and to 
the Christian b'fe. The home advertises it- 
self through its children. An untidy home 
means untidy children; a vicious home 
means vicious children; and an irreligious 
home means undevout children. When a 
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boy is always at the ball game, and never 
at church or Sunday-school, there is some- 
thing essentially wrong about that home, 
although his parents may claim to be Chris- 
tians. There are a great many such people 
making such claims and having such boys. 
The child is the home's bill-board to the 
public, put up by the parents, and the com- 
munity never fails to read our signs. If 
God has a right to demand of homes that 
they train up the children, then He will call 
for such children, and will require them of 
the parents, whom He holds responsible. 
The judgment must be reckoned with. 

During the past few years Christian 
people have been greatly troubled over the 
decline in church attendance and the falling 
off in church membership. The question is 
being asked with increasing frequency and 
alarm why men do not attend church, and 
why especially are young men conspicuous 
by their absence. But matters stand even 
worse than this. The women, and partic- 
ularly young women and girls, do not at- 
tend church as formerly. As for men^ the 
cares of business, the need of rest, poor 
preaching, and various other things, have 
been blamed for their absence; but men 
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have always been in business, they have al- 
ways needed rest, and there has always been 
poor preaching. The fact is we have over- 
looked the most important reason for the 
awful decline in church attendance and 
membership. The whole situation may be 
summed up as follows : — 

1. It is a familiar fact that the majority 
of those who enter the Christian life do so 
at an early age. 

2. Nearly all those who become Christians 
are known to have always been quite regu- 
lar in their attendance upon church services. 
The history of revivals and the testimony 
of pastors sufficiently prove this statement. 

3. Only a small per cent of the children 
of to-day attend Sunday-school, and a much 
smaller per cent attend church. The latest 
statistics show but seventeen per cent in 
Sunday-school, while every one informed 
on the subject knows that not one-fourth 
of that number attend church. 

These thingvS being true, it should be 
clear at once why the Christian church is 
facing a crisis, why it is that very few men 
attend religious services, and why the young 
people are being lost to the church. The 
fault lies in the home. The conversation in 
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the home is commercial. The whole inter- 
est centers about the boy's business pros- 
pects, and his life is estimated at a com- 
mercial value. The family altar is a thing of 
the past, and rapidly becoming extinct. The 
Bible has little or no place even in the aver- 
age Christian home. The child is allowed 
his own liberty with reference to attending 
church, and he is not backward in exercis- 
ing it. As to the sanctity of the Sabbath, 
it is a dead issue, in that the parents offer 
no restraint whatever in regard to the boy's 
employment of the day, and the house of 
God having no attractions for him, what 
then? The world has no trouble in open- 
ing up avenues of pleasure and vice. It 
requires but a few years of walking along 
these avenues to crush moral and religious 
instincts, pluck up the seeds of truth once 
sown in the heart, deaden conscience 10 
every spiritual influence, and leave him lost 
on the highways of sin. 

There is usually some definite reason why 
boys are switched off from the Sunday- 
school and the church. For instance, we 
have a neighbor who goes to church, while 
his eldest son stays at home to learn his 
high-school lessons. This method of fit- 
ting him for Monday in respect to a lesson 
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is unfitting him for life in respect to its 
greatest possible issues. There is another 
neighbor, a mother, who worked all one 
Sabbath day ornamenting a pair of birthday 
slippers right before her son, yet wonders 
that he cares nothing for the Sabbath. The 
road of that boy's Sabbath-breaking leads 
from his own home, yes, from his own 
mother. To tell the story of his irreligious 
life involves a mother's sin. The story of 
that broken Sabbath will be inscribed in that 
boy's life of spiritual recklessness and ruin. 
By the thousand young men of these homes, 
ignoring the sacred responsibility and the 
holy trust, are wandering in the mists and 
blackness of unholy lives, who to-day would 
be pillars in the church of Christ, rejoicing 
in the salvation of the Crucified, had their 
homes led their feet in the narrow way, 
taken them by the hand, and tenderly 
guided them, and cast about them the sweet 
influences of a true Christian life. 

We go back over the course of a young 
man's life ; his home, interesting and pleas- 
ant, perhaps, in many ways, is religiously 
cold, formal, and in some things positively 
indifferent to the claims of God. The boy 
attends Sunday-school. The parents are 
not regular church-goers, and little things 
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may serve to break off the habit altogether. 
The boy is under no necessity of attending 
church, and there is no influence exerted 
to awaken such an interest. There is no 
religious conversation in the hcrnie, and 
any expression of such things comes with 
a strangeness that is not pleasant. The boy 
is impressed by some tender religious truth. 
He brings it to his mother. The oppor- 
tunity of a lifetime has come to her to lead 
that soul to the Lamb of Gk)d. But she 
knows nothing about these things, and 
therefore brushes them aside, and congeals 
forever an interest in eternal things in that 
young heart. His first deep impressions 
swept away and his heart silenced, he be- 
comes impatient of any religious conversa- 
tion and impression. He accompanies his 
parents to the park or takes with them the 
Sunday drive. The Sunday-school has less 
attraction than the world; all it needs is 
another month of "Sunday recreation/* or 
some little annoyance in the Sunday-school 
to touch his temper, and the cords that 
bound him to the only saving influence of 
his life are snapped. Meanwhile the world 
presents a score of allurements, and, being 
drawn into them, he is carried out with the 
tide into the sea of indifference, hardness 



Digitized by 



Google 



lyo The Boy Puzzle. 

of heart, sin, and dissipation. Years pass 
by, and we look for that frail bark. The 
waves have tossed it, the rocks have bat- 
tered it, and now it lies strewn along the 
beach a hopeless wreck. This is the simple 
but sad story of thousands of such homes 
and its boys. Who is responsible? Who 
had the first opportunity? 

O ye Christian homes, hear the wail of 
distress and woe of hearts breaking with 
remorse, that comes over the black waters 
of ruined lives! It is an eloquent call to 
a warm, tender, spiritual life, to faith, to 
an open Bible, to Sabbath-keeping, to 
prayer, to godly living and Christian ac- 
tivity. 

"Is the young man Absalom safe?*' Let 
this be the anxious question of every 
mother and father. Let them realize that 
they are an essential factor in his safety, 
and, under this conviction, faithfully dis- 
charge their trust. Thus the boys and 
girls, brought under the genial rays of the 
gospel, the seeds of truth dropped into 
their hearts, will be garnered into the Sa- 
viour's harvest. And "they that be wise 
shall shine as the brightness of the firma- 
ment, and they that turn many to righteous- 
ness, as the stars forever and ever." 
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THE MOTHER AND HER BIBLE. 
By Mrs. McVean Adams. 

For the sake of American children these 
words are addressed to the hearts of Ameri- 
can mothers by one who has for more than 
a quarter of a century been laboring, study- 
ing, writing, and speaking in the interests 
of child culture. The following conclu- 
sions have been reached after conducting 
scores of model mothers' meetings, parents- 
institutes, child-culture circles, and mothers' 
clubs, in which questions of vital impor- 
tance have been discussed. Thus they are 
the consensus of opinion expressed by many 
earnest-hearted and clear-brained mothers 
and educators. 

Primarily all acknowledge that God is 
the source of all love, wisdom, peace, and 
happiness, both here and hereafter. As the 
sun is the source of all light and heat, so 
is God the Source of all goodness and joy. 
How important, then, that we claim for our 
children God's blessing and grace ! 

How shall a mother lay hold upon God? 
— By means of the truth given in the sacred 

(173) 
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Bible, God's love-letter to the human race= 
There and there alone she may learn her 
duty to God, to the world, and to her chil- 
dren. The Bible instructs, informs, and 
inspires the mother heart. 

Every known instance of a wandering 
boy's return, though old in sin, to crave 
God's mercy and receive salvation, rests 
upon a mother's prayers, or the appeals of 
a Bible-reading parent. Thus, then, may 
a mother save her son ; with one hand reach- 
ing heavenward, tightly clasped by a loving 
Father above, the other firmly clasping her 
beloved child, she binds her boy to heaven 
day by day. And day by day she renews 
her consecration, continuing instant in 
prayer. 

But how shall we teach our children the 
value of the Word of God? It may seem 
strange to assiune that American mothers, 
Bible lovers and Bible students as many of 
them are, should need an awakening ^to 
cause them to give the Word of God its 
proper place in their homes and in the 
hearts and minds of their children. 

But consider, beloved, would you revere 
and prize the Bible as profoundly as you 
do if you had been brought up as your chil- 
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dren are being brought up? Are you build- 
ing the Sacred Writings into the growing 
lives of your little flock as you ought to do? 

It is true that children now have as many 
duties and engagements as older people, 
but, amid all these, we can secure the time 
for loving and reverent reading of God's 
Word with each child. If read alone by 
the child, it is too apt to be hurried, only 
partly understood, and often considered a 
task instead of a delightful privilege. 
Children used to memorize entire chapters, 
and at Sunday-school many verses and 
whole psalms were recited. Some object 
to thus teaching by rote what the children 
do not understand, but many aged people 
testify that passages of Holy Writ learned 
in youth reveal new meanings as time goes 
by, and furnish light for life's darkest hours. 
In times of grief and pain the precious 
promises of God flash out upon the mind 
with new beauty, and give consolation. 

A minister, a stem, hard man, used to 
punish his children by making them read a 
certain number of chapters of the Bible 
when they had committed some childish 
fault. They grew to dislike the Bible, re- 
garding it much as they would a whip witli 
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which they were beaten. Nothing but the 
grace of God could remove this bitterness 
from their hearts. 

The eldest daughter, who was a good 
woman in spite of her defrauded childhood, 
reversed this plan with her children. 
When her little ones had faithfully per- 
formed some task, or pleased her by obedi- 
ence, she would say joyfully, "Now you 
shall have a beautiful psalm to learn, or 
one of the sweet promises, because you 
were so good ; and, when you have learned 
it perfectly, nothing can take it from you; 
it is yours forever." 

She did not send the child away alone 
to read the Bible without help or guidance, 
nor did she open the Book herself at 
random. She read aloud to the child, in 
her sympathetic voice, words that she her- 
self loved, and held the little one's rapt 
attention. Often the child would whisper 
in the midst of some thrilling miracle of 
Christly love and pity, "O mama, wasn't 
He good?" and sometimes the mother's 
voice broke, as her tears of devotion would 
have their way. 

To her children the Bible became a pleas- 
ure, a reward of merit, a living power in 
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the home, and in each heart. All through 
life its passages brought back to them not 
only the tender love of God, but also the 
sweet cadences of mother's voice, the marks 
of mother's precious tear-drops on the 
sacred page. 

While listening to a cultured mother, 
children unconsciously form a correct taste 
'and imitate clear enunciation, delicacy of 
inflection, and purity of tone. We all 
shrink from hearing slovenly or incorrect 
reading of the Bible. 

But some mothers do not have the time 
thus to read. This mother did not. She 
took the time. She said, "What is a moth- 
er's time for, anyway?" She earnestly 
coveted the best gifts. 

When we older ones were in college or 
seminary, we were required to write an 
epitome of a sermon each Monday. If we 
had not heard a sermon the preceding Sun- 
day, we were asked to prepare a synopsis 
of a sermon on a given text. Also, each 
day we had a Bible lesson. Now times are 
changed. There is something pathetic in 
seeing a boy or girl of to-day, well up in 
their teens, and in their English literature, 
and in the high school, looking up a Ten- 
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I 
nysonian reference to Joshua, and turning 

to the gospels to find it, having no idea , 

who Joshua might be. Or, like one college 

freshman, pronouncing "Elijah" with the 

accent on the first syllable, without an idea 

of the prophet's place in history. 

If a boy begins to fling away from Sun- 
day-school and avoid Bible reading, surely 
his ambition may be aroused to learn the 
Bible by a skilful presentation of its value 
considered as literature alone. What youth, 
however impatient, but would be won by 
the story of Benjamin Franklin before the 
court of France, when he read to them the 
book of Ruth, which they heard for the 
first time? After the impressive silence 
which marked its close, the courtiers 
crowded around him, begging Franklin 
for a copy of this wonderful story, with 
its strange vitality, its moral vigor, and its 
pictures of pastoral, sincere, and reverential 
life. 

Are you discouraged, dear mother, be- 
cause your home is far from public libra- 
ries, and you have not the means to give 
your children a classical education? Then 
take heart, for the remedy is in your own 
hands. As a classic, no book in the world 
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can compare with the Bible. The most 
eminent scholars of all ages and lands have 
given this testimony. It is a book of learn- 
ing, taste, genius, history, poetry, eloquence, 
beauty of diction, marvelous range of im- 
agination, pure moral teaching, and, as 
such, commends itself to every cultured 
understanding. If we mothers understood 
this, how long would it be before the chil- 
dren would be lovers of the Bible ? If they 
study it simply for its beauty, purity, and 
educational qualities, they would be saved 
from the love of weak-tea novels and sen- 
sational trash of all sorts, that masquerade 
as literature. 

If we had been taught the Bible as it was 
taught to Ruskin, we might, like him, rise 
high above bad taste, bad manners, bad 
morals. But some say that they do not 
enjoy the Bible. Do they enjoy the best 
art of the old masters? Why not? Be- 
cause they can not appreciate it. 

If we are not able to enjoy the books of 
the Bible, it is because we do not think 
deep enough or live high and broad enough. 
Our horizon is too small. We fritter away 
our time on the unimportant things in life. 

In Professor Van Dyke's charming little 
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book on "The Poetry of Tennyson," in 
speaking of the influence of the Bible on the 
poetry of Tennyson, he says that no other 
book has had so great an influence on the 
literature of the world as the Bible. The 
best writers go to the Bible for their best 
illustrations. Shakespeare, Milton, Scott, 
Hawthorne, Bacon, Carlyle, Stevenson, 
Ruskin — ^poet, novelist, essayist, critic — all 
use the Bible as though familiar with it, 
and not only that, but supposing their 
readers to be equally familiar, so that the 
best literature is a sealed book without the 
knowledge of the Bible. 

It is marvelous what a little home group 
can get out of the Bible. Consider its 
songs and patriotic hymns, its oracles of 
the sea and silence of the wilderness, the 
sublimity of Job, the rhapsodies of Joel, 
the lyric poetry and the beautiful idyls of 
its narrative. 

Let us begin in our homes; get out the 
family Bible, the Oxford Bible, Smith's 
Dictionary, and all the helps we need, and 
try to measure up to our privileges. Con- 
sider the blessings which a study of the 
world's progress tells us the Bible has 
given us. In lands where its precepts are 
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followed, even imperfectly, people are ex- 
empt from the great curses that devastate 
heathen countries. Plagues can not de- 
populate a nation of Bible readers, for 
cleanliness makes that impossible. Disease 
is conquered before it becomes a scourge. 
Famine can not destroy a people who obey 
the Bible, because the golden rule divides 
the food supply in time to avert disaster. 
Cannibalism, the torture of prisoners, slav- 
ery, — all melt like mists before the Sun of 
Righteousness. 

The Bible is revolutionizing the world. 
The most careless can not fail to see this 
fact and feel their obligation. "But," you 
say, "all this appeals to older ones; give 
us practical suggestions for the little chil- 
dren." 

First of all, let a protest be entered 
against the use of all those children's 
Bibles, written down to fit childish com- 
prehension, perhaps in words of one syl- 
lable. Let the children hear, read, and 
learn the true Word of God in all its un- 
changed, unspoiled eloquence and grandeur. 
Let the dear old texts be familiar to the 
eye and ear from infancy, not in any babyish 
or diluted form, but as God inspired His 
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holy men of old. As to practical sugges- 
tions how to set this jewel, this pearl of 
great price, in its proper place in our homes 
and our children's hearts, one way is to 
begin very early, by making for the baby 
a scrap-book. This is to be filled by tak- 
ing fine Bible pictures from the religious 
newspapers, catalogues, magazines, and 
advertisements, many of which will be 
copies of the best works of the old masters. 
These may be arranged in chronological 
order, as correctly as possible. 

A beautiful employment for all the chil- 
dren on rainy days and during convales- 
cence from illness is the preparing of such 
scrap-books for gifts to the children's hos- 
pitals. Provide two boxes into which the 
children may put the pictures, until 
enough are collected to begin a book, one 
for pictures on the Old Testament, and the 
other for the New Testament. 

You will be astonished at the amount 
of information that the children will ac- 
quire while arranging pictures in proper 
order, having to turn often to the Bible to 
find the story of a picture. There is a col- 
lection of pictures called "The Royal 
Scroll," illustrating the entire Bible, de- 
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signed for children, having maps and ques- 
tions and answers attached. Recently at a 
children's party this proved a greater at- 
traction than a music-box or the blowing 
of colored soap bubbles. 

It is well to have a blackboard in the 
dining-room, on which the golden text is 
printed in colored chalks, to remain all the 
week. Give the children Scripture calen- 
dars to hang on the wall or at the bed's 
head, with a leaf to turn each morning, so 
that they may learn the text for the day 
while dressing. Yet the learning of de- 
tached texts will never give knowledge of 
the Bible. We have more common sense 
in every other matter. 

A lady one day found a lad busily read- 
ing the Bible in the sitting-room of his 
home, where she was a guest. On praising 
him for it, she received this astonishing 
answer: "I just read ten verses. Mother 
wants me to read the Bible first, before I 
read other books, so I read it. Now I can 
go on with 'Ivanhoe.' " "What book of 
the Bible are you reading?" asked the 
visitor. "Oh, just anywhere I happen to 
open, only so I read ten verses!" "And 
I suppose that is the way you do with Sir 
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Walter Scott's work, read a page at the 
close, another near the beginning, and the 
next in the middle." The lad stared at 
her, and said: "Why, what nonsense I 
How could I follow the story, and know 
what went on, by reading like that?" 
*That was what / was thinking," said the 
lady ; "how can you follow the story in the 
Bible by reading ten verses in one place and 
ten in another?" "But that is different," 
said the boy. "Is it? Just Hsten," she re- 
plied, taking up the Bible he had laid down. 
Finding the twenty-seventh chapter of the 
Acts of the Apostles, she read that wonder- 
ful story of the shipwreck, and, when she 
had reached the thirty-first verse, telling 
how the sailors conspired to leave the ship 
to perish, and put off in the ship's boat, 
while pretending to cast anchor, she sud- 
denly stopped reading, and closed the book. 
"Oh, go on!" cried the boy. "Why, I 
have read more than ten verses now" she 
replied. "Give it to me; I want to see if 
they were saved," he said. She read on 
to the place where, the ship being aground, 
the forepart stuck fast, and the hinder 
part broken by the wild waves, the sol- 
diers begged the centurion, their command- 
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ing officer, to kill the prisoners, lest some 
swim to shore and escape, thereby risking 
the lives of their guards-. Here she stopped 
again, and the excited boy took the book 
from her hand and finished the book of 
Acts, even turning to the little island of 
Melita in his "Ancient Geography,'^ and 
caring not that the delightful story of the 
"Wizard of the North" lay neglected on 
his table. 

But enough of all minor considerations. 
We must keep in mind, first, last, and all 
the time, that God's purpose in giving us 
the Bible was that men might be saved, 
saved from sin. The one great lesson to 
teach is, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved." 

Your children are only lent to you. 
They belong to God. The first right of 
every child is to remain a child of God. 
Some say, "to become a child of God.'* 
Let us say, "to remain." It is we older 
ones who must "become." "Except ye be 
converted, and become as little children, ye 
shall in nowise enter into the kingdom of 
God." 

The infant soul has come from God; 
heaven is its native air; it loves to hear 
about Jesus, heaven, and the angels. 
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"This is the true light, which lighteth 
every man that cometh into the world.** 
Every child is created in the image of God, 
spite of heredity and environment. "And 
the streets of the city shall be full of boys 
and girls, playing in the streets thereof." 
"For in heaven their angels do always be- 
hold the face of their Father which is :n 
heaven." Jesus said, "Suffer the little chil- 
dren to come imto Me, and forbid them not, 
for of such is the kingdom of heaven.*' 

And they want to hear from home. 
Notice how the little one leaves his play 
and comes to lean on mother's lap and asks, 
"Where is God, mama? I want to see 
Him." Or he pulls the sewing away, and 
coaxes, "Let's have worship, mama; come, 
let's have worsliip." The busy mother an- 
swers, "But, darling, it is only an hour 
since we had morning prayers, and mother 
must sew." "Well," reluctantly, "then tell 
me a story about Jesus when He was a 
little boy — a really, truly story." "Mother 
can't think of one just now, dear ; run away 
and play ; that's a good boy." "Well, then, 
just sing, 'Jesus Loves Me, This I Know.'/' 

So the motfier sings while she sews, 
joined, perhaps, by that childish voice. 
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That mother knows not that this is the 
magic hour, so sacred and so brief, when 
she may bind her child's heart about the 
loving Father-heart of God with chains that 
time and all eternity can not break, but will 
only brighten. The time is short. Older 
boys and girls avoid personal conversation 
on religious topics. The scars of little sins, 
concealed and unforgiven, make hard the 
tender baby consciences. As Wordsworth 
has said, so truly and so sadly : — 

"Shades of the prison-house begin to close 
About the growing boy." 

But, before the heavenly memories fade, 
all young children love to hear about God. 
They have not yet become sinners, not hav- 
ing reached the age of accountability. 
They are saved under the general atone- 
ment. Not having known good or evil, 
they have not yet believed on Christ, as 
sinners must to be saved. Later, when they 
know good from evil, and sometimes choose 
the wrong, they are not yet confirmed sin- 
ners, with enmity against God in their 
hearts. They still welcome talks about 
Jesus, and are easily won to confess little 
sins to Him and to love Him who first 
loved them. 
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This is the time, the best time, when sav- 
ing faith should be taught and practised, 
till it becomes a rule of life and conduct. 
Some may ask how to teaph faith. Why, 
just as you do arithmetic, by daily lessons, 
with examples for practise. While the 
young soul is wax to receive, but marble 
to retain, you may impress the principles 
of godliness and Christian graces so deeply 
that all the floods of life can not wash away 
a line of truth. 

Why do fathers and mothers neglect this 
great opportunity? Why do not evangel- 
ical churches gather in the little ones as 
soon as they are able to exercise saving 
faith? Records show that the brightest 
lights in our churches were converted in 
early childhod. Little Willie Booth, now 
the venerated head of the Salvation Army, 
was converted when eight years of age. 

At this moment heaven is musical with 
the songs of the angels, who rejoice over 
the thousands who have been converted 
through the work of William Booth. 
What child will you win, O mother, who 
shall, under God, be as great a power in 
earth and heaven as William Booth? 
Shall it be your own? But some ask, "At 
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what age may a child exercise saving 
faith ?'' — Listen ; at that precise moment of 
time when he will no longer be saved un- 
der the general atonement. . 

With the first sin comes the remedy for 
sin. Whenever a child reaches the age of 
accountability, at that very time he reaches 
also the age of ability to believe on the 
Lord Jesus and be saved. 

Otherwise God could not be just. Con- 
sider the great mortality among children, 
one-fifth of all deaths occurring between 
the ages of two and eight years; then im- 
agine, if you can, a God who would judge 
all these little souls accountable for sins 
committed, and yet not old enough to be- 
lieve on Christ and be saved. The human 
mind revolts from such conception of 
Deity. 

Yet, incredible as it seems, there are 
fathers and mothers who are toiling, sav- 
ing, sacrificing for their children, who 
would, and, on occasion, do, lay down life 
itself for their little ones, and yet neglect 
this plain duty of giving to their children 
this eternal salvation which they crave. 
Here is this great class of unsaved souls, 
souls for whom Christ died, for whom He 



Digitized by 



Google 



190 The Boy Puzzle. 

asked, telling His disciples not to keep them 
back, souls that could so easily be kept in 
the kingdom by their simple, childish faith, 
— just such faith as Jesus says we must 
have before we can enter the kingdom of 
God. And we keep them back. "But 
Jesus, when He saw it, was much dis- 
pleased." 

What a sad wonder of this age in a 
Christian land ! We labor to convert hard- 
ened criminals — ^and that is our duty; we 
send the gospel to darkened heathen — ^and 
that is our duty, while in our hcnnes, in 
our very arms, are unsaved little <Mies for 
whom Christ died, who are ready, yes, even 
anxious, to believe and be saved. And 
we put them off; we tell them to wait till 
they are older and know what they are do- 
ing. How do we know they will ever be 
any older? This very night the soul of 
our youngest and dearest may be called, 
soon to appear before that awful Judge 
who said, deep in every mother's heart, 
"Take this child and train it for Me/' 

Some mother says : "Oh, I am convinced, 
but tell me hozv; give me something prac- 
tical. How^ can I begin to have my baby 
remain a child of God?" It is very easy. 
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though no two may begin alike. The baby 
will begin it. God Himself will begin it. 
He is not willing that any should perish. 
Though a mother should forget her child, 
He will not forget. 

Perhaps you might be helped by this 
conversation, which actually occurred : — 

A mother was out riding with her four- 
year-old boy, a very sunny-natured, roguish 
child, when suddenly he asked, "Will I go 
to heaven, mama?" The mother answered 
absently, "I hope so, dear." "But will I, 
mama? I want to know." Still absorbed 
in her own thoughts, the mother replied, 
"If you are good, you will." The boyi 
burst into tears. He sobbed out: "But I 
can't be good, mama. I can't be good all 
day, one day. Can you?" The startled 
mother then realized that she had told that 
precious, seeking soul a falsehood. "There 
is none good, no, not one." And if we 
were good, our goodness could not save us. 
"While we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for the ungodly." "He came to call sin- 
ners, not the righteous." 

This mother soothed the sobbing boy, 
and told him, as simply as she could, how 
entirely God loved hina, and that he was 

13 
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God's own little boy, whom Jesus loved so 
well that He had come to live and die that 
he, and all who believe, might enter 
heaven ; that, if he was sorry wheiT he was 
naughty, God loved and forgave him ; that, 
if he was not sorry when he was naughty, 
God still loved him, and yearned over him, 
and sent His Holy Spirit to whisper in his 
heart when he had dcwie wrong, and make 
him sorry for sin. 

She told him that he ought to try to be 
good, because, when he was naughty, he 
grieved those who loved him — God and his 
parents most of all, because they loved him 
best of all. 

He listened with all his awakened soul 
shining in his beautiful eyes, and, when 
she paused, he asked eagerly: "How can 
I be good, mama? I wcmt to be good." 
Then she told him that, since children 
were too young to know what is best, God 
gave them parents to tell them what to do, 
to keep them from being naughty, sick, or 
sorry. And parents learned from the- Holy 
Word of God and the voice of His Spirit 
in the heart. Obedience is goodness. 

From that time on that boy was careful 
to obey his parents, and he tried to be good. 
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When he failed, he had full faith that God 
would forgive him as soon as he was sorry, 
and keep loving him. In short, he was 
saved in that one happy hour while taking 
a ride with mother. 

But if you have already given your child 
false and distorted views of God, there is 
no other way but to confess your fault to 
God and to your little child, and begin 
anew, on the basis of truth. Even Chris- 
tian mothers mislead their children as to 
the character and attributes of God, thus 
destroying the very bed-rock of religion. 

Said one mother to her only child : "Stop 
that, Charley. If you do that, God won't 
love you. He doesn't love naughty boys." 
The awed child ceased his mischief, and 
sat for a long time pondering the situation. 
All his simple, natural ideas of God were 
swept away. For, as one child said, "If 
mother says a thing is so, it is so, even if 
it ain't so." Absorbed in her work, the 
unconscious mother had forgotten her cruel 
lie. 

Suddenly Charley broke out, "Mama, if 
I was real, real naughty, would I be your 
own little boy, just the same?" "Yes, 
darling, you would be my naughty little 
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boy." "And would you love me just the 
same if I was real naughty?" "Why, yes, 
dear, but it would make me very sorry to 
have a naughty boy. Mama would have 
to love you all the harder to make you good 
again." 

Again Charley pondered. His mind 
was reaching a conclusion. Then he burst 
out, with tears, "Oh, dear, mama, I do wish 
God was as good as you are!" "Why 
Charley, you mustn't talk like that," said 
the startled mother. "God is better than 
the best person in the world." "But, mama, 
you said God would not love me if I was 
naughty; and, if He was as good as you 
are. He would have to love His little boy, 
even if he was naughty." 

That mother saw her mistake, and rec- 
tified, as far as she was able, her slander 
against the tender love of God, whose qual- 
ity always is to have mercy. And her boy 
kept his faith in God, so nearly destroyed 
by his mother's words, and happy was his 
lot. He was a healthy, human boy. Many 
were the sins for which he humbly asked 
forgiveness. But he was God's boy — ^he 
never forgot that — ^made in the image of 
God, with Christ as his Saviour, heaven 
as his home. 
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But some mother says : "This is all very 
well for those who have leisure, health, and 
ability. As for me, / am overtaxed as it 
is." Overtaxed, dear one, with anything 
of equal importance, in God's sight, with 
the educating of a soul? 

O beloved, change your standard of 
values! Leave off the dainty trimmings 
that make your little ones miserable, be- 
cause, wearing them, they can not play in 
the dear, health-giving dirt of mother 
earth, and, instead, embroider their spirits 
with holy memories of mother's teachings, 
that will outwear all eternity. 

Do away with the rich foods that clog 
the vital organs of your dear ones, and de- 
mand hours of your toil and strength to 
prepare, and feed their souls with eternal 
truth. 

Perhaps you are an invalid. One pa- 
tient sufferer, to whom was denied for 
years the privilege of washing chubby 
hands and faces, or putting clean garments 
on her children, still saw to it that their 
souls were washed white in the sight of 
God, and that they were clothed upon with 
the garments of Christ's righteousness. 
Her thin hands could still hold the Bible, 
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could still be laid in prayer on each dear, 
shining head. That favored one whose 
turn it was to stay with mother, while the 
rest were gone to church, carried through 
the week a glad sense of the unfailing 
goodness of God, and, years afterward, 
when her last prayer was oflfered, her flock 
were known fai* and wide by their ready 
knowledge of the Word of God and by 
lives of happy, Christian usefulness. Are 
you more helpless than she was? 

But some may say : "I have it all to be- 
gin. I did not think in time. My boy is 
already wayward, difiicult to manage, im- 
patient, and rough." Beloved, you have 
still the bedtime hour, that time when all 
Heaven bends and smiles to hear the chil- 
dren's innocent prayers. You have — 

"That sacred time, that spot where angels hover, 
And scarcely feel that they are out of heaven, 
Where to a babe the balm of sleep is given." 

At that privileged hour the true mother 
leaves her boy's mind and heart as pure 
and dean as she has made his sweet, rosy 
body. Is he a big boy? He still loves to 
be petted. Has he been naughty? So has 
mother. But they are both sorry. And 
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God forgives them both. Make him feel 
that he is forgiven and loved. That he is 
very precious to you and to God, who con- 
stantly blesses little children. Show him 
how acts of disobedience grieve those who 
love him. Gently lead to penitence and 
prayer for forgiveness. Inspire him, also, 
with strength and courage to do better an- 
other day. Follow this with your tender- 
est kisses (they may be your last) and the 
singing of some old-time hymn, till sleep, 
like dews of heaven, falls on the eyelids 
of a calm, confiding child. In after years 
that bedtime hymn will echo sweet as songs 
of angels, and in some dark hour of life 
may hold his hand from desperate deeds. 

Last of all speaks some unhappy young 
mother, some gay young mother, devoted 
to Society (with a capital S), and she 
asks: "How can I teach my child what I 
do not myself believe? I have honest 
doubts. I have never experienced any re- 
ligious convictions or emotions." 

Dear one, put yourself and your salva- 
tion entirely aside (if you dare), and, 
simply for the sake of your child, that he 
may have the best, study the Word and the 
works of God, teach him to pray, teach him 
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the Bible, as if >ou were yourself a believer, 
and, trust me, it will not be long before 
you will find for your child and for yourself 
that greatest blessing in life, a saving faith 
in your Redeemer. 

Oh, for more mothers who will teach 
their babies to say, "Jesus," before they can 
speak any other word, even "papa" or 
"mama"! Christ said, "Feed My lambs." 
He also said, "Inasmuch as ye have done 
it unto one of the least of these, ye have 
done it unto Me." The highest, holiest 
right of every child is to remain a child of 
God. Happy indeed that home, and secure 
that social state, where reign in love the 
mother and her Bible! 
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THE BIBLE IN THE HOME. 

By the Rev. Clement E. Babb^ D. D., As- 
sociate Editor of the Herald and 
Presbyter and the Interior, 

God established the home in Eden. 
With its perpetuity and purity are identi- 
fied the highest interests and hopes of the 
race. It is to be not only the nursery, but 
also the training-school of each successive 
generation. Children are not given to us 
to be merely suckled and fed like the young 
of wild beasts, but to be taught the great 
truths which will make them wise for this 
world and for the world to come. Their 
culture is to be not physical and mental 
only, but primarily and persistently moral 
and spiritual. They are God's own chil- 
dren, created in His image and redeemed 
by the precious blood of His well-beloved 
Son. They may become heirs of His 
heavenly kingdom, and even partakers of 
the divine nature. See 2 Peter i .-4. These 
little ones, who are of priceless value in the 
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estimation of our and their heavenly Father, 
He has entrusted to human mothers and 
fathers to be trained up "in the way they 
should go," "in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord/' And, to help in this training, 
He has given us a text-book, the Bible. 

When only a few pages of this wonder- 
ful book had been given to the Hebrews, 
God said, "Thou shalt teach them diligentlv 
to thy children." Deut. 6:7. The words 
of truth and grace uttered amid the thun- 
ders of Sinai, and in part written by God's 
own hand on tables of stone, were to be in 
all their homes, to be talked about with 
their little ones, not only daily, but all 
through the day. They were also to be 
written upon the posts and the gates of 
their houses. This is God's idea of the 
true relation of His Word to the home life 
and the home training for all times. And 
just because we have a larger and better 
revelation, we should be more diligent in 
teaching it to our children. "For He es- 
tablished a testimony in Jacob, and ap- 
pointed a law in Israel, which He com- 
manded our fathers, that they should make 
them known unto their children, that the 
generation to come might know them, even 
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the children which should be bom, who 
should arise and declare them to their chil- 
dren." Ps. 78:5-8. 

That this training of the children in the 
law of the Lord was observed by the pious 
Israelites during all the centuries between 
Moses and Christ, we learn from various 
passages in the Old Testament, especially 
from the one just quoted. That is was not 
obsolete in the early gospel times is evident 
from what Paul writes to Timothy, that 
from a child he had known the Holy Scrip- 
tures. His mother Eunice and his grand- 
mother Lois had taught him. See 2 Tim. 
I :S. And so the children are taught in 
Jewish homes to-day, and the fidelity of this 
scattered people to the faith of their fathers 
is largely due to this early and persistent 
home training. A Jewish boy when twelve 
years old is called "a son of the law," and 
usually knows more about it than our boys 
at that age know about the gospel. But 
the duty of home training in the Scriptures 
is just as imperative now as it was in the 
days of Moses and David. When Paul 
tells the Ephesians (chapter 6:4) to bring 
up their children in the nurture and admo- 
nition of the Lord, how would he have them 



Digitized by 



Google 



204 The Boy Puzzle. 

do it? He tells us in 2 Tim. 3:16, "All 
Scripture is g?ven by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine [teaching], 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness." Is not this just what 
our children need? And he adds in the 
next verse that by this instruction they will 
be "thoroughly furnished unto all good 
works." 

Then should not this be the one, the all- 
controlling object in the education of our 
children? We do not want them to be 
merely trained for business or polished to 
shine in society, but to grow up good men 
and women, to develop the highest possi- 
bilities of humanity as redeemed by the pre- 
cious blood of the Son of Gk)d. And for 
this development God has given us the 
"Bread of life," "the true Bread, which 
Cometh down from heaven." John 6: 
48, 51. Shall we care for the bodies and 
minds of our children, and not give them 
daily of this celestial nourishment for their 
higher nature? I quote some of the utter- 
ances of eminent Christians on this impor- 
tant but neglected duty. Rev. C. Clemaner, 
in his commentary on Deuteronomy, says: 
The child is from the first to be regarded 
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as God's child and trained for Him. He 
is to receive God's Word through the 
avenues of the eye, ear, intellect, and heart. 
Divine truth is to be ever before him, night 
and day, indoors and out. Those who 
gave him birth and love him best are to 
mould his young life for God. He is to 
grow up as the Lord's rightful possession, 
with the view of his afterwards saying in 
the spirit of devout surrender, *I am the 
Lord's.' Whatever was essential in the 
days of Moses in the training of children 
for God, as the means of guarding a nation, 
is not less needful now. The wider the 
range of human learning becomes, the more 
needful that it be rightly directed; other- 
wise, the greater the attainments, the 
greater the peril." 

Dr. Thomas Guthrie says : "In youth rich 
stores of divine knowledge are most easily 
acquired. Deep and saving impressions 
are then most easily made. It is young re- 
cruits that become the best soldiers, and 
young mechanics the best mechanics; and 
the best Christians are those of whom, 
trained by a Lois or a Eunice, a saintly 
mother or mother's mother, we can say, in 
Paul's words to Timothy, "From a child 
thou hast known the Holy Scriptures." 
13 
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Dr. John Kerr says: "Christian parents 
should be especially careful how they strive 
for the worldly advancement of their chil- 
dren at the hazard of their spiritual inter- 
ests. It fills us at times with a kind of 
despair to see those who profess to regard 
religion as all important subordinate it to 
almost everything else in life,— educational 
accomplishments, choice of pursuits, friend- 
ships, and alliances. This is one great rea- 
son why Christian families are constantly 
melting away into the worldliness around 
them, while the parents have to see their 
<:hildren lost, not only to vital religion, but 
-even to the strength of mind and steadiness 
of purpose which are necessary to any firm 
position in life." 

Parents are emphatically enjoined to 
teach God's truth to their children. They 
can not delegate this duty to others. It 
is to be treated as a matter of paramount 
importance. It is to be talked about at all 
times. The occasional services of the 
preacher, the Sabbath-school once in the 
week, will never suffice. The world has 
the church at a prodigious advantage, six 
days against one. These things are to be 
taught not one day in seven, but every day. 



Digitized by 



Google 



The Boy Puzzle, 207 

every morning and evening, at all times, 
and with the utmost diligence. 

Dr. Edward Payson, in a sermon to 
parents, said: "What if God should place 
in your hand a diamond, and tell you to 
inscribe on it a sentence, which should be 
read at the last day, and shown there as an 
index of your own thoughts and feelings ! 
What care, what caution, would you exer- 
cise in the selection! Now, this is what 
God has done. He has placed before you 
the minds of your children, more imperish- 
able than the diamond, on which you are 
about to inscribe, every day and every hour, 
by your instructions, by your spirit, or by 
your example, something which will remain 
and be exhibited for or against you at the 
judgment-day.*' 

As to the abiding influence of the home 
training, the testimony is ample. Addison, 
the English essayist, says : "It is of the last 
importance to season the passions of a child 
with devotion, which seldom dies in a mind 
that has received an early tincture of it. 
Though it may seem extinguished for a 
while by the cares of the world, the heats 
of youth, or the allurements of vice, it gen- 
erally breaks out and discovers itself again 
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as soon as discretion, ccmsideration, age, 
or misfortunes have brought the man to 
himself. The fire may be covered and 
overlaid, but can not be entirely quenched 
and smothered." 

And this is the testimony of another 
eminent author : "The fireside is a seminary 
of infinite importance. Few can receive 
the honors of a college, but all are gradu- 
ates of the home. The learning of the 
university may fade from the recollection, 
its classic lore may moulder in the halls 
of memory, but the simple lessons of home, 
enameled upon the heart of childhood, defy 
the rust of years, and outlive the more ma- 
ture but less vivid pictures of after years. 
So deep, so lasting, indeed, are the impres- 
sions of early life, that you often see a man 
in the imbecility of age holding fresh in 
his recollection the events of childhood, 
while all the wide space between that and 
the present hour is a blasted and forgotten 
waste." 

The more we study the Bible, the higher 
is our appreciation of it as a text-book for 
the hc»ne. Its style and imagery are su- 
perior to those of any merely human pro- 
duction. There is in it a wonderful com- 
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bination of simplicity and sublimity. The 
child is fascinated by the beauty and pathos 
of its parables, and yet the profoundest in- 
tellect can not exhaust their meaning. 
Then how practical the Bible is! Its 
words fitly spoken are "like apples of gold 
in pictures of silver." A young man who 
should go out into the world after memo- 
rizing the Proverbs of Solomon would be 
ready to meet any issue of interest or duty. 
They were written "to give subtlety to the 
simple, to the young man knowledge and 
discretion.'* Chapter i, verse 4. Some 
years ago a prominent business man of 
San Francisco had a large edition of the 
Proverbs printed in a booklet. He always 
carried a pocketful of them with him. He 
would hand a copy to any young man he 
met, saying, "You don't want to make any 
mistakes, and here is a manual of direc- 
tions, which, if you will study and obey it, 
will keep you from dping so." And he 
was right. We have all read of the Scotch 
laddie who went to sea, and whom the sail- 
ors tried in \ain to lead into temptation. 
At length one of them said to the rest: 
"We might as well let that boy alone. We 
can't do an)rthing with him, for he's chock 
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full of the Bible." That boy's mother 
knew how to safeguard him against the 
perils to which he would be exposed. 

And here is another example: "A youth 
seeking for a place came to New York 
City, and, on inquiring at a counting-room 
if they wished a clerk, was told that they 
did not. He then spoke of the recommen- 
dations he had, one of which was from a 
highly respectable citizen. In turning over 
his carpet-bag to find his letters, a book 
rolled out on the floor. 'What book is 
that?' said the merchant. 'It is the Bible, 
sir,' was the reply. 'And what are you 
doing with that book in New York?' The 
lad looked seriously into the merchant's 
face, and replied, 7 promised my mother I 
would read it every day; and I shall do so' 
The merchant at once took him into his 
service, and in due time he became a part- 
ner in the firm, most respectable and pros- 
perous." 

The Bible is not only a storehouse of 
wisdom, but also of comfort and consola- 
tion. To this many great and good men 
have testified. We are told that the great 
novelist. Sir Walter Scott, just before his 
death, desired to be drawn into his library 
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and placed by the window, that he might 
look down upon the Tweed. To his son- 
in-law he expressed a wish that he should 
read to him. "From what book shall I 
read?" said he. "And you ask?" Scott re- 
plied. "There is but one." "I chose," said 
his biographer, "John 14. He listened with 
mild devotion, and said, when I had done: 
*Well, this is a great comfort. I have fol- 
lowed you distinctly, and I feel as if I was 
to be myself again.* " 

And a quaint old English poet writes : — 

"If thou art merry, here are airs; 
If melancholy, here are prayers; 
If studious, here are those things writ 
Which may deserve thy ablest wit; 
If hungry, here is food divine; 
If thirsty, nectar, heavenly wine." 

We need the Bible in the home in order 
that the children may be converted and 
early become workers for Christ. Some 
good people are afraid that children may 
be received into the church before they are 
intelligent enough to understand the doc- 
trines of the gospel. But the one grand 
central doctrine, as Christ Himself taught 
us, is love ; and who cam love more sincerely 
and warmly than a little child? Nay, we 
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are all to become as little children if we are 
to enter the kingdom of heaven. Luke 
18:17. 

Spurgeon says : "I have, during the past 
year, received forty or fifty children into 
church-membership. Among those I have 
had at any time to exclude from church- 
fellowship, out of a church of twenty-seven 
hundred members, I have never had to ex- 
clude a single one who was received while 
yet a child. .Teachers and superintendents 
should not merely believe in the possibility 
of early conversion, but in the frequency 
of it." 

In regard to the young and their train- 
ing. Dr. Salter says: "Christianity alone 
contemplates them as God's children and 
prescribes for their tuition for heaven. 
And the nearer the time that the rising of 
the Sun of Righteousness approached, the 
warmer and more intense did the interest 
of the church show itself in regard to the 
young. Moses gave directions on the sub- 
ject. Joshua and Abraham commanded 
their households after them; David de- 
clared how the young were to purify their 
way; and Solomon distinctly enjoined, 'Re- 
member now thy Creator in the days of thy 
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youth;' but it was reserved for Him who 
spake as never man spake to press that 
sentence, 'Suffer little children to come 
unto Me, and forbid them not, for of such 
is the kingdom of heaven.' The temple 
Juggernaut presents a grave; the mosque, 
contempt; infidelity, neglect for children. 
The bosom of the Son of God alone finds 
them a nursery and a home/' 

But nearly all Christian parents are theo- 
retically orthodox on this subject. The 
trouble is that they do not practise what 
they believe. I found this story in the 
Christian Treasury: — 

"Two Christians met at a crossing on a 
Monday morning. Both were parents. 
As was natural, the conversation turned 
upon the services of the preceding day. 
The first speaker opened by saying: 'We 
had a sermon from our minister last night 
on the religious instruction of children. 
Why didn't you come and hear it?' 'Be- 
cause, said the other, 7 was at home doing 
itr' 

It is right to take the children to the 
Sabbath-school and to church as soon as 
they are old enough to go. But the train- 
ing of pastors and teachers can only sup- 
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plement that of parents. It can never take 
its place. The primary responsibility of 
the child's moral and spiritual culture is 
upon the father and the mother, not upcMi 
the mother alone, as some busy fathers seem 
to think, but on both. And yet this training, 
though constant and persistent, must be 
wise. 

A lady had asked Rev. Mr. Simeon if 
we ought always to be talking about re- 
ligicMi? "No, no!" he answered; "let your 
speech be seasoned with salt ; seasoned with 
salt, madam, not a whole mouthful. Noth- 
ing produces more fatal results than 'din- 
ning* religion into a child, the 'whole 
mouthful' crammed into the child's mouth 
being simply rejected with disgust 
Though in dealing with the children every- 
thing should be seasoned with the salt of 
tfue religion, yet we must remember that 
small vessels are soon filled, and He who 
is 'touched with the feeling of our infirm- 
ities' certainly meant us to be touched with 
the infirmities of little children." 

It is possible that some of our pious 
grandparents may have made Bible study, 
with memorizing of long passages which the 
child did not understand, too much a task 
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and a burden. But even that was better 
than the neglect of these modern days. 
We need to go back to the Puritam idea of 
home education if we would have a genera- 
tion of such m.en and women as our country 
needs and the world needs in the twentieth 
century. And we as parents have a per- 
sonal interest in this matter. God says 
that the children of those that fear Him 
shall be like olive plants round about their 
table. Ps. 128:3. What does the figure 
mean? "Follow me," says a recent trav- 
eler in Palestine, "into the grove, and I 
will show you what may have suggested 
the comparison. Here we have hit upon 
a beautiful illustration. This aged and de- 
cayed tree is surrounded, as you see, by 
several young and thrifty shoots, which 
spring from the roots of the venerable 
parent. They seem to uphold, protect, and 
embrace it. We may even fancy that they 
now bear that load of fruit which would 
otherwise be demanded of the feeble parent. 
Thus do good and af5fectionate children 
gather round the table of the righteous. 
Each contributes something to the common 
wealth and welfare of the whole, — a beau- 
tiful sight, with which may God refresh the 
eyes of every friend of mine." 
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Then loyalty to God, to the best inter- 
ests of our childhood, and to our happiness, 
especially in old age, requires us to teach 
the inspired Word diligently in our homes. 
Here is the sacred song of a saintly 
woman, in honor of the family Bible: — 

What household thoughts around thee, as their 

shrine, 
Cling reverently! Of anxious looks beguiled, 
My mother's eyes upon thy page divine 
Were daily bent; her accents, gravely mild. 
Breathed out thy love; whilst I, a dreamy child, 
On breeze-like fancies wandered oft away 
To some lone tuft of gleaming spring flowers 

wild. 
Some fresh-discovered nook for woodland play. 
Some secret nest; yet would the solemn Word 
At times, with kindlings of young wonder heard, 
Fall on my wakened spirit, there to be 
A seed not lost, for which in darker years, 
O Book of Heaven! I pour, with grateful tears, 
Heart blessings on the holy dead and thee. 

— Felicia Dorothea Hetnans. 

It is said that more Bibles are printed 
to-day than ever before, but how many of 
them are read? How many of them are 
studied? How many of them are text- 
books in our Christian homes? Christ 
said, "If ye abide in Me, and My words 
abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and 
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it shall be done unto you/' And God said 
to the Hebrews in the desert, "These words 
that I command thee shall be in thine heart/' 
Deut. 6:6. If we loved God's Word as 
we profess to love it, if our thoughts and af- 
fections were full of it, could we help try- 
ing to interest our children in it? And a 
generation so interested would have the 
preparation that it will need for the great 
responsibilities of this new century, u 
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